2072

asking the Committee if the Minister has
leave to amend Clause 1,

Leave te amend Clanse 1 agreed to.

Clause 1—Short Title:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That in line 2, after ¢¢1937,”! the following
worda be added:—‘and phall eome into oper-
ation on a day to be fixed by proclamation.?’
The object is to fix a definite day as from
whigh the amended Act will become opera-
tive.

Amendment put and passed;
as amended, agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

the clause,

House adjowrned at 9.38 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS, SHEEP
TRUCKS.

Hon, . 1> FERGUSOXN asked the Min-
ister for Railways: What were the nombers
of sheep trucks belonging to the Railway
Department on the following dates:—30th
June, 1933: 30th June, 1934; 30th June,
1935: 30th June, 19:36, and 30th June, 1937%
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 30th June, 1933 (equivalent of
4-wheel trucks) 466, 30th June, 1934, 505;
30th June, 1935, 505; 30th June, 1936, 511
30th June, 1937, 516.

BILL—WATER BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Minister for Works,
und read a first tume.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Timber Industry Regulation Aect
Amendment.

2, Hire Purchase Agreements Act Amend-
ment,

Transmitted to the Council.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT.
Recommittal.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) [4.35]: I
move—

That the Biill be recommitted for the pur-
pose of further cousidering Clauses 2, 3, and
4, and the Preamble,

The eclassic speech of the member for
Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) seems to have
thrown the House into a state of disorder
last night, with the result that this Bill was
misunderstood. Other adverse features were
the lateness of the hour and the faect that
some hon, members had not had an oppor-
tunity of applying themselves to the measure.

Question put and passed.

In Committee.

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; Mr, Hughes in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 2—Definitions:

The PREMIER: I move—

That progress e reported, and leave asked
to sit again,

Motion put, and a (ivision taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. .. .2
Noes .. - .. 19

Majority for ..

[ 1o |
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AYES,
Mr. Collier Mr. Neadham
Mr. Coverley Mr. Rodoredna
Mr. Cross Mr. ¥. Q. L. Smith
AMr. Fox Mr, Styante
Mr. Hawke Mr. Tonkin
Hies Holman Mr. Troy
Mr. Johnson Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wisse
Mr. Marahall Mr. Withers
Mr, Millington Mr. Wilson
Mr. Mungia {Peller )
NoEka.
Mr. Bovla Mr. North
- Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Patrick
Mr. Doust Mr. Sampson
Mr. Ferguson Mr, Seward
Mr. Hill Mr. Shearn
Mr. Hughes Mpr. Stubbe
Mr. Keenan Mr. Tharn
Mr. Latham Mr, Warner
Mr. Mann Mr. Doney
Mr. Me¢Donald (Teller.)

Motion thus passed; progress reported,
and leave asked to sit again,

Question “That leave be given to sit
again” puat, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. .. o2l
Noes .. 19
Majority for .. 5
AYEB,

Mr. Boyle Mr. McDonald

Mrs. Cardell-Qliver Mr. McLarty

Mr. Doust Mr. North

Mr, Ferguson Mr. Patrick

Mr. Fox Mr. Sampson

Mr. HID Mr. Seward

Mre. Hughes Mr., Bhearn

Mr. Johnson Mr. Bleeman

Mr. Heenan e, Neghhy

Mr. Latham Mr. Thorn

Mr. Maon Mr. Warner

Mr. Marshall Mr. Dopey

(Teller.}
Nozs,

Mr. Collier Mr. Rodoreda

Mr. Coverley Mr. F. C. L. Smith

Mr. Cross Mr. Styants

:;r. gawko Mr. Tonkin

. Hegney Mr. T

Miss Holmen M=, \Vrﬁ{cock

Mr. Lambert Mr. Wins

Mr. Mlllington Mr. Withers

Mr. Munsia Mr. Wilzon

Mr. Needham {Teller,)

Question thus passed: leave given to sit
again.

BILL--TERMINAL GRAIN
ELEVATORS.

Message.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read, recommending appropria-
tion for the purposes of the Bill.
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BILL—ELECTRICITY.

Message.
Message from the Lieut.-Governor received
and read, recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Millington—Mt. Hawthorn) [4.45] in
moving the second reading said: The objeet
ot the Bill is to repluce the Electrie Light-
ing Act of 1892 and amendments thereto.
The present Act was cnacted 45 years ago
and it will be agreed that something more
modern is now required. When the Act of
1892 was passed the generation and distribu-
tion of eleetricity in this State was more or
less in its infaney, and it has been realised
Por many years that the Act did not give
sufficient authority efficienfly to control
present and future requirements of this im-
pontant eommodity. In recent years a num-
her of fatalities have occurred, a great pro-
portion of which ean be attributed to faulty
installations. This aspect will tend to be-
come worse as time goes on, if old and
perished installations are not reconditioned.
Installations to whieh I refer were installed
in the days when dircet current was in use
in the metropolitan area. The change-over
to alternating current has inereased the
danger from faulty installation. Under the
present Act it has bheen found diffienlt, if not
impossible, to have this state of affairs reeti-
fied. Regulations were made onder the
present Act for the licensing and control of
persons engaged in the wiring of eleetrical
instaHations, and although such licenses have
been instrumenta) in bringing about a cer-
tain ainount of improvement in the class
of workmanship, many locopholes in the
regulations were found to exist which have
rendered them much less offective than was
intended. Another point requiring legisla-
tive control is the sale to the publie of
electrical apparatus and appliances. This
question has received the attention of most
of the State Governments in the Commou-
wealth, and the position will arise, if we do
not legislate to eontrol the sale of apparatus,
of prohibited and condemned articles being
dumped in this State for sale. The most
important provision of the Bill is the pro-
posal ultimately to achieve uniformity in
the numerous generating stations throughout
the State. Members will agree that this is
very desivable. Apart from the metropoli-
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tan avea, where the source of supply is the
East Perth power house, we have a multi-
plicity of generating stations distributing on
various voltages, some dircet current, and
some alternating current, and where the
latter 1s distributed there are also various
frequencies. The Bill provides a safeguard
against this and makes provision for the
=etting up of an advisory committee which
will aet as a co-ordinating authority and
endeavour, by means of advice given to the
Minister, to prevent wasteful duplication of
vlectricity sapplies, and to avoid the confu-
sion which arises from multiplicity of sys-
tems of supply. Tt will also provide that no
further generating station or major work
shall be commenced without the approval of
the Minister. In this eonnection it is men-
tioned that wherever in the Bill it is pro-
vided that the Minister’s approval has to be
obtained, the Minister will give or refuse his
approval after eonsultation with the advisory
committee, but at the same time there is no
obligation on the Minister to follow the
adviece of the advisory commiitee. All elec-
tricity sapplies at present being conducted
by local authorities, or by concessionaires
from locsl authorities, will eome within the
scope of this measure. The advisory eom-
mittee, it is proposed, shall eonsist of three
members, holding preseribed qualifieations.
Provision is also made for the co-opting of
any person or persons whose services may
be desirable in eonnection with any partien-
lar matter. If is proposed that the com-
mittee’s duties shall include the following:—

To ecnrider such mnatters ns may be referred
to if by the Minister.

To furnish reports to and advise the Minis-
ter thereon,

To devise schemes for ¢o-ordinating (having
regard to the rfficiency, economy, and future
progress of the State} the supply of elee-
tricity throughout the State.

To determine the price to be paid for elec-
tricity purchased in bulk by one supply auth-
urity from another.

To advise and report or recommend any
lagislation, including regulations appertaining
to this Bill, and to perform any other functions
of an advisory ecommittee which may be pre-
seribed,

Local authorities, subject to certain condi-
tions, will be permitted to establish and
maintain generating stations or to com-
bine with any other local anthority in the
generation and distribution of electrieal
energy, or they may grant a sole conees-
sion to a concessionaire, upon such terms
and conditions as may be agreed upon
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Under the Bill supply authorities will be
required to keep all their service appara-
tus in reasonably good condition, and to
maintain a uniform supply of electrical
energy. Every State in the Commonwealth
has, in recent years, amended its legislation
governing the supply and distribution of
electricity, with a view to c¢o-ordinating
future activities, and in England a very
comprehensive scheme of co-ordination is
neaving completion. It is essential that
this State should make provision for the
future.

My, North: Do you regard our present
voltage as a handicap?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
nothing wrong so far as metropolitan dis-
triets are concerned. I will explain that
later. The Bill is introduced with a view
to controlling the generation and distribu-
tion of eleetrieity throughout the State.
The aim is to co-ordinate the whole scheme
throwghout Western Australia. Therefore
it is necessary to have legislative eontrol
at this stage which will undoubtedly avert
nnnecessary expenditure in the fotare. Too
much stress eannot be laid on the import.
ance of the distribution of electrical
energy throughout the State. TUniform and
cheap eleetrical energy is one of the main
factors in the sueccess of industry, and the
longer controlling legislation is delayed, the
more difficult it will be to achieve. As
population inereases and industry expands,
it will be found possible to link up country
eentres in their electricity supply and
thereby redurce the cost to the consumer
and increase the efficiency of supplies. The
principal differences proposed to be effected
by this legislation in the law as it stands,
in nddition to the eclause I have already
referred to, are as follows:—

{2} Making it obligatory on anybedy wish-
ing to ercct or alter a generating station, to
apply to the Minister for his consent,

(h) Enalling the advisory committee to
fix the price nf bulk supplies when electrieity
is supplied in bulk by one authority to an-
other.

- (¢) Providing for a system of metering

when bulk supplies are arranged under a link-
ing-up system,

{d) Providing for authorities to combine
in relation to the establishment of generating
stations, or in relation to the carrying out of
di-tribution works,

(¢} Enabling one loecal antherity to trade
with another for a supply in bulk and em.
powering the Minister to arbitrate on or de-
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lermine the conditions of supply where the
lecal awthoritics cannot agree.

This latter power is a compulsory one
and  expericnee will determine whetber it
will work ecffectively. The committee of
experts with whick I have been consulting
with regard to the technical aspects of the
Bill are Mr, Taylor of the Government Elec-
trieity Depmrtment, My, Edwmondson ot the
I'erth City Council, and Mr. Shaw of the
Publie Works Department, and this eom-
mittee considers that it is a necessary pro-
vision to obviate a ¢ondition which some-
times arises when one loeal authority, hav-
in a sufficient supply, adopts a dog-in-the-
manger attitude and will not supply an-
other authority. Again, for the first time
hy a legislative provision, the supply auntho-
rity is definitely oblized to declare the
pressure and ‘or frequency of the supply,
and constantly to maintain the pressure
within the limit of plus or minus
6 per cent. and the frequency within
a limit of plus or minus ' 214 per
¢ont. of the declared voltage or frequeney.
Provision is made for regulations which in
some cases by their nature will apply to sup-
plies given by local authorities in local
authority districts, but they arve not neees-
sarily limited in other cases to be districis
of local anthorities. For example, one clause
provides for regulations to he made for the
prevention of radio interference and auth-
orises the inspection of premises in any part
of the State where radio interference is being
cansed or is suspeeted of being eaused. Tn
the same clause provision is made for the
inspection and testing of apparatus. Regu-
lations may be either general or restricted to
the area of some partieular local anthority
or authorities, and except where the eontext
specifically requires it, the regulations will
apply generally throughout the State. This
Bill partakes less of the character of an
electricity measure designed to meet the re-
gquirements of loeal authority districts than
does the existing legislation of 1892, Gener-
ally speaking, the Bill will have State-wide
application, and in that respeet provision
has been made for the appointment or ap-
proval of inspectors by the Minister. Those
inspectors will have general power of in-
spection throughout the State, and a claunse
makes it clear that their authority extends
to all elasses of work. However, an inspec-
tor would have no power to enfer a generat-
ing station or to inspect transmission and
distribution works unless he had a special
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certificate according to the regulations pre-
scribed under the Act. Power is also iaken
for the making of regulations relating to the
examination, qualifieation and licensing of
ciuematograph operators who operate plants
electrically supphed with a pressure of not
less than 100 veolts. This provision has been
ineluded at the request of various organisa-
tions that have urged the necessity for regu-
lations to secure the safety of the public.
Regulntions may he made preseribing fees
to be charged for any services performed or
rendered by the committee or any officer or
authority pursuant to the measure. The in-
tention is that the measure shall be entirely
selt-supporting. I ask members to bear that
in mind. Although we shall have an ad-
visory committee and although provision is
made for the appointment of inspeetors,
there will be no charge on revenue.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Where will they
get their finance?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
supply authorities will have to pay, just as
under the Machinery Act a sufficient fee is
charged to cover the cost of inspection. We
do not propose to set up an army of inspee-
tors and incur a lot of additional expense.
Fees will be necessary, but they will not he
heavy. This Bill is largely of a technical
nature and will need eareful consideration in
Committee. It has been drafted by the high-
est technical anthorities in the State, though
I do not suggest they are the only anthorities
here. However, thex have made their ser-
vices available in an honovary capacity.
They have devoted a considerable amount of
werk to the drafting of the Bill, in compar-
ing it with the existing law and in providing
for the eco-ordination of eclectrical supply
throuzhont the State.

M. Sampson: Does that mean uniformity
of eurrent?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes;
that is the object. When the Bill dealing
with the central power station was passing
through Parliament, considerable argument
ranged around the periodicity that had been
decided upon. We have not only in the Perth
station, but in the Kalgoorlie and Collie
generating stations, plants of 40 ecycle
periodicity. When the change took place in
the metropolitan district there were many
generafing stations, and people had motors
that were not snitable for the new periodic-
ity. Those motors had fo be serapped.
Since we have had uniformity in the metro-
politan area people have been able confi-
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dently to purchase the type of motor re-
quired. As far as possible that idea will
be extended. If there is to be eo-ordination
throughout the State, we shall have the ad-
vantage of the views of the advisory com-
mitbee to be set up. When loeal authorities
in country distriets propose to instal plants,
whether they do the job themselves or
whether concessionaires are called in, the
work will be undertaken only after the ap-
proval of the advisory committee has been
secured. I understand that this system has
been adopted in the BEastern States and also
in the Old Country and that thereby uni-
formity has been obtained. Electrical
supply is  becoming important not
only in the metropolitan distriets, hut
throughout the State. Tt is important,
not only for lighting, but also for power for
industry, so important that no one can tell
the part that electrical energy will play.
Considering that in 45 years there has been
little alteration to the governing Act, the
time has arrived when we should come into
line with the Eastern States and other pro-
gressive countries. For some time I have
been in consultation with the eommittee and
also with the Crown Law authorities, and the
result is the Bill now before us, The time
is probably overdue for the introduction of
sugh a measure. If an installation is not
in conformity with the general scheme,
serapping hecomes a costly matter. Just as
we experienced great diffienlty and incurred
great expense in the metropolitan area, the
same disadvantages would follow in other
parts of the State unless this action is taken.
The Bill proposes to give the advisory com-
mittee power, under a certain formula, to
fix the prices to be eharged for bulk current.
Had such a power been in existence when
the big Collie scheme was brought into be-
ing, the argnment with the neighbouring
municipality of Bunbury would have been
avoided, as it would have been possible for
the committee to step in and fix the priee
of current according to the formula. The
Bunbury Municipal Couneil set up its own
scheme with Diesel power, whereas, had the
supply of current been obtained from Collie,
(lollie ¢oal would have been used.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: If local authorities
can reach an agreement, why should you have
an outside hody to decide the matter?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If they
agree, well and good; if nof, the committee
will step in, but the committee will not
needlessly interfere. The Bill provides
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power to extend the necessary high tension
lines through a given part of a municipality
or road board, which at present cannot be
done. Everything necessary for the geunera-
tion of electric current has been provided in
the Bill, mueh of which is highly techrical,
but we understand the commercial aspect
and the need for an up-to-date measure to
control this most important aetivity. There
is great need for electricity in this State, and
having regard to the faet that a disposition
exists to instal plants, this measure will have
ihe effect of properly organising the instal-
lation of electrical plants and the generating
of electrical energy throughont the State.

My. Sampson: Will it apply both to
public and company extensions?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Under the Bill, also, apparatus will be
standardised. Thaf provision is particularly
important.

Mr, Sampson: That is so.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Appa-
ratus has been standardised in the Eastern
States, and unless we adopt a provision to
that end, discards from the Eastern States
may be sent here. T noticed recently in the
Press that acecidents had been caused through
lack of standardisation. I take this occasion
to pay a tribute to those gentlemen outside
‘he serviee who have devoted their fime *»
the formulation of the provisions in &his
measure. They have voluntarily agreed to
aet in an honorary capacity to advise the
Government, realising no doubt the import-
ance of their profession and the need for
control of this kind. With their knowledge
of electrical installations throughont the
State, they say that this measure is neces-
sary.

Mr, Stubbs: They did not have that know-
ledge when the proposal to include Bunbury
in the Collie scheme was rejected.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Nobody
had the power to step in at that time,

Mr. Stubbs: Could not that power have
heen obtained hefore now?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Before
it could be obtained, the mischief had been
done. There was a difference of opinion
with the Bunbury municipality, whieh wonld
have been a very fine customer for the
Collie scheme, but unfortunately there was
nobody to step in at the time and arbitrate.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I suppose you do not
intend to interfere with existing contracts?

The MINTISTER FOR WORKS: No. The
Bill merely provides for the futunre. Those
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desiring to instal plants will have the benefit
-of the best advice available in the State.
Doubtless many people and authorities whe
in recent years have purchased electrieal
generating plants would have been glad of
the opportunity to serure the Lenefit of the
advice and knowledge that the advisory com-
mittee could have given them. Because it
was not in existence, in many instances, the
wrong plant was installed. Apart from
that, it must be agreed that a committee of
this deseription will be possessed of the
latest advice, and will constitute the best
autbority in Western Australia to guide
local governing bodies when installing elec-
tric plants. I move—
That the Bill be read n second time,

On motion by Mr, North, debate ad-
journed.

BILL-FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council with amend-
ments.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1937-38.
In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from the 16th November; Mo
Sleeman in the Chair.

Vote—Departmental, £102,655:

HON. C. 6. LATHAM (York) [5.17}: 1
doresay the Committee will be somewhat dis-
appointed that the loan funds ave not his-
ger than they are. There is one thing in
favour of the Covernment, namely, that
money is evidently easier than it has been
in reeent times. The (Grovernment has not
had the trouble to raise money that other
Governments have had in the last few years.
Usually there has been a Loan Council meet-
ing to decide what loans should be placed
on the market, but evidently this year that
diffieulty has heen overcome. 1 do not know
whether that is a good sign ov a bad sign.
Sometimes T think it is a bad sign, inasmuch
as if Government stocks are very attractive
and people take them up rather than invest
their money in other ventures, then things
may not be as good as we may think theyv
are.

The Premier: We have got much less this
vear than in past vears.
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Hon. C. . LATHAM: For the whole of
Australia, yes. Evidently the Common-
wealth Bank has accepted the responsibility
of underwriting the whole amount, and does
not feel worried about it. I presume it was
the popularity of the last flotation that gave
the institution that encouragement. It is a
very wise thing that the Government should
take account of its expenditure. Loan funds
above everything else require to be earefully
watched. The Consolidated Revenue aecount
has inereased considerably. A great deal of
the expenditure that is usually charged
against loan funds shounld be charged to
Consolidated Revenue. There is not the jus-
tification to-day that there was two or three
vears ago for charging against loan funds
quite a lot of the expenditure that is now
s0 charged. The million additional taxa-

tion must provide some surplus eash.
No donbt some of it is required for
inereased expenditure through additional

salaries and wages, but there must be some
substantial amount left over after provid-
ing for the various needs. I hope the Gov-
ernment will not regard this merely as gov-
ernmental expenditure that might ordinarity
be charged against revenue, but that it will
use some of this money for public works.
I hunted up a paper to-day to find what
value Australian stocks are standing at. I
noticed that 1948 stoeks, at 3] per cent., were
worth £101 5s,
The Premier: With accrued interest.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Interest will be
paid to the 31st December. There is some-
thing to be said in favour of the amount
of interest attached to the stocks. The 1855
stocks at 4 per cent. are worth £104 10s.
That gives me the idea that Government
stocks are more atiractive than outside in-
vestments. In Western Australia it seems
to be necessary to do all we can to attract
capital. No Government can for long find
money to provide employment for the people
on the lines along which we are now pro-
viding it. The Premier was right when he
said in the Budget that this money has to
be found to provide employment. We do
not now have to provide quite so much
money for employment as we had to do two
or three years ago. I am pleased to say
that unemployment is a diminishing faetor,
but we are still having to find too much
money for it. I do not say we should not
fird it, for we bhave to find it at present.
There is onty one way in which o deal with
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the unemployment question, und that is to
absorb people permanently in industry. Even
the gold mining industry with the high price
of gold cannot be regarded as baving asso-
ciated with it the prosperity that marked it
two or three years ago. I do not say the
goldmining industry is deelining, but we are
not making the progress we were making.
I ask myzelf the reason for that. Therve
seems to be quite a big opportunity in this
State for inereasing our mining aetivities.
1 admit it is diffieult to get new money. I
think the shareholders of the companies that
were floated in London two or three years
ago have had a very disappointing
peried, and 1 daresay that is one of
the reasons that prevents new money from
coming here. Then we have the falling off
in  our principnl  primary  industries.
Unfortunately we have no econtrol over
the price of wool. A drought and
lower prices ruling in the market for
wool, are making a hole in the national
income of the country, and we are
not getting as much from that sourece
as we did.  Whilst wheat is a fair
price, the indications are that it is not stable
at the present prices. Wheatgrowing has
not become quite as attraetive as, looking at
it on the smface, it ought to be. Anyone
who wants a good sound investment cannoi
do better than go into our agricultural
arcas. Despite the faet that there are many
abandoned properties in the State the pro-
position is the most attractive we have.
Many farms are still available in the hands
of the Government. T suppose it would be
unwise to open up new agricultural areas at
present, but I believe there is quite a good
opportanity for investment here. The Gov-
ernment ought to turn its attention to this
matter and not only the Government, but all
of us, for we are all concerned. Those who are
behind Governments, the people, ought to do
all they can to exeite interest in the agrieunl-
tural industry. Whatever happens it seems
to me we are always able to earn something
from agriculture. Consequentiy it is pro.
bahly the most attractive proposition we
have to offer. I hope whatever the policy
of the Government ay be it will do all it
can to atiraet eapital for the development of
agrieulture. That way lies the salvation of
the country. The increased expenditure from
Toan funds and the falling off in population
are very serious matters, [ have given some
eancideration to them. The decline in our
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population is a partieularly serious prob-
lem, so serious that I think attention should
be directed to it. .

The Premier: You mean we are not mak-
ing the progress we should in the matter of
population,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The population
has not declined, but we are not making the
steady progress we did a few years ago.
During the past six years the population has
inereased by only 19,872, ITn 1927 our popu-
lation inereased by 14,664 or 3.74 per cent.
hut it has declined in the last five years.
During the past six years the average an-
nual in¢rease has been less than 1 per cent.
That is a very serions matter. The world’s
average increase is about 2145 per cent.

The Premier: It was that,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is what the
records show. In 1927 our natural inerease,
that is births over deaths, was 5,089, and
the migration returns showed an increase of
9,575. By 1932 the net inercase of popula-
tion had fallen to 2,634, or .61 per ecent.
That was a terrific fall. Unfortunately very
little has been done to effect any improve-
ments since then. With the exception of one
year there has been a greater number of
departures from the State than there have
been arrivals. For the years 1932 to 1936
the average annunal increase was 3,574, which
works out at .81 per vent. During the same
pertod the per eapita indebtedness increased
by £19 per head, or 105 per cent.
That is why I have referred to the
population. We cannot go on inereasing our
national debt without proportionately in-
creaging our population. The day must come
eventually when it will be impossible for the
State to carry the burden. Hand-in-hand
with the inereased burden so ought we to do
our best to increase the population.

Mr. Marshall: Do you know any country
that recognises that rumle?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Every country is
turning its attention to it.  Germany is
doing more than might be espected to in-
crease its population, and Italy is doing the
same, There are honuses for marriages, and
for almost evervthing where there is a ten-
deney to increase the population. The Old
Country is also doing its best to encourage
an increase in population. There is a natural
tendency to increase the population for the
purpose of preserving the nation. In this
State we probably need not turn our atten-
fion so much to that as to spreading the lia-
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bility over a * greater number of people
and making it easier for all. We
ought to know that taxation bas u
tendency to frighten away the investor.
Not only does it do that bui it leaves very
little money for development work.
To-day I received a letter from a man in
Sydney who is interested in land. 1 do not
know where he got his information, for it
eertainly is not correct, but he said that
New South Wales was a more attractive
place for the investor compared with Wes-
tern Australia because in the former State
there was no land tax imposed whereas in
this State there is that imposition. If that
individual had reversed his references, he
would have been more correct. Seeing that
he is a man with plenty of capital, one
would have thought that he would have in-
vestigated the situartion mere thoroughly
than he indicated in his letter. When
taxation is increased, there is alwavs a ten-
deney to frighten people with capital away
from our midst. Increased borrowing must
involve additional taxation, particularly in
a State like Western Australia. T think the
Premier said that the total State indebted-
ness represented  £92.000,000,  Of that
amount  £3,000,000 only is invested in
scenrities or assets that are fully earn-
ing.  Probably little more than interest
‘and  sinking fund is earned, but never-
theless £4,000,000 is a small amount
comrared with the fotal. Tt is true
that the expenditurve of that huge amount
has in some directions been lost, but indir-
cctlv it has resulted in great benefit to
the State. Naturally the losses have to he
made good somehow, and as a vesult the
taxpayers have to shoulder the additional
burden. In consequence of that, it must
cause much concern to people who have
money to invest. I am anxious that every-
thing possible should be done to encourage
the investment of eapital here, because that
is the only means by which the financial
worries of the Ciovernment ean be light-
ened. It is eommon knowledge that in the
agrlier days—~Erom 1893 to 1902—the popu-

lation of the State was built np as
the result of pgoldmining. It was dur-
ing that period that =0 many peonle

ecame to Western Australia. A strange fea-
ture of the increased gold output that has
been experienced latterly is that it has not
resnlted in a corresponding inerease in
population. True the population of the eold-
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tields has been angmented, but that has
been at the expense of other parts of
the State. .\s a matter of fact, there has
really been a falling off in the vital statis-
ties, that is to say, in the excess of arrivals
over departures, during that later period.
We should turn our attention to that phase
of owr cconomice life. If the Minister for
Mines has some time at his disposal when
the session is ended, he might endeavour to
tind out if it is possible to make the in-
vestment of money in goldmining still more
attractive to people with funds at their
disposal, There musi be an immense amount
of money available for investment in Aus-

tralia. For instance, funds are held by
foreign companies that cannot afford teo
transmit that money overseas with ex-

change rates as high as ai present. They
might he persuaded to invest that eapital
within the State. I know that goldmining
is speeulative, but nevertheless thcre are
still many mines that represent a profit-
able investment. Yf we were to turn our
nttention to bhuilding up sall our available
nssets, we should achieve something in the
intevests of the people as a whole.

Mr. Hegney: Is it possible to increase
the population of the agrienltural areas?

Hon, C. (t. LATHAM: Yes. There has
heen a hiz falling off there.

My, Hegney: How do you suggest it
should he done?

Hon. €. . TATHAM: The position will
adjust itself in time. Tt is all a question
of what we ean do to attract population.
Obviously there must be further govern-
mental expenditure if we are to take steps
in that diveetion, Wor instance, we must
provide water supplies in the agricultural
aveas. and the Covernment should turn
its attention to that requirement. I know
it is all a matter of how much money is
avatlable for hie schemes. Agrienlture is
a permanent industry, and it would be a
wise poliev to pursue if evervthing possible
were done ta provide permanent water sap-
nlies in the agrienltural areas. Some mem-
hers of the Committee seem to think that
the farmers should provide their own water
supplies. Tt has to be admitted that if the
farmers ennld do that. it would probably
represent the cheapest form of insurance
thev conld ohtain. TUnfortunately we ean-
not secure such sunplies on manv of the
farms. The Premier represents a consti-
tuenex in the northern part of the State,
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and is probably lucky, because it is possible
to secure nnderground water supplies there.

Mr, Lambert: But at Geraldton they have
to condense sea-water in order to provide
supphes for the railways.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then therc must
be a shortage there again.

Mr. Lambert: That has to be done in
order that the water may be hauled inland
for railway purposes.

The Premier: And, of course, they must
get, the best water.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I know that lbore
water iz highly mineralised, but it is quite
good stock water. If a line is drawn soulh
from Carnamah, it will be found that helow
that point it is diffienlt to obtain any large
quantity of permanent water for agricul-
tura] purposes. One day some Government
will have to take the matter in hand and,
as in the Eastern States, find some perma-
nent water supply. When that is done
great wealth will be won from the soil. Dur-
ing the last few years, water supplies have
been provided in some parts of the agri-
cultural areas, and that has opened up the
country condiderably. There are other ways
in which we ean assist. The day is not far
distant when it will he expensive for
the Government to find new money for addi-
tional works. 1In any case, the system
adopted in the past has served a useful pur-
pose. Due to low prices that have been ob-
tained for commodities, the normal equili-
brinm has been rather upset, and, while
there have been many direct losses, it is
quite certain that indirectly we will get all
that money back. FEvery time T go to the
Seuth-West, 1 have to realise we have spent
a lot of money there; nevertheless, much
new developmental work is in progress with-
out any assistanee whatever from the Gov-
ernment.  Tn those circumstances it is oi-
vious that there will be returned to the State
the money that has already been spent, and
that will assist to huild up a greater popnu-
lation, Thercfore we must see what can be
done to attract people back to the Jland. We
must make it as cheap as possible for them,
and we must tackle the problems that awe
confronting those already om the land, and
thus make their sifuation more acceptabie.
It is difficult to solve all the problems. For
iistance, country people visit the city and
see all the wonderful advantages available
to those who live here. As a result, they are
reluetant to return to the humdirum life of
the rural parts. Tt is essential that we should
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do everything possible to develop our rural
resources and make life in the country at-
tractive. If we could shift half the popu-
lation of the ecity outback, it would be of
assistance. When we realise that 47 per
cemnt. of the population of the State is to he
found in the metropolitan area, and observe
the aggregations of population in fhe inland
towns and at our ports, we will appreciate
how very few people there are who do the
real work and produce the real wealth of
the State. Others are working but not pre-
ducing wealth, as are those who reside in
the agrienltural areas. Instead of criticising
and condemning farmers, members should
set themselves out to do everything possible
to assist them.

Mr. Marshall: I would like to know who
has condemned the farmers.

Hon, C. G, LATHAM: The hon, member
has not—during the last three days.

My, Marshall: That is most unfair.

Hon., C. G. LATHAM: I have heard him
complain of farmers not paying their em-
ployees.

Mr. Marshall: You have never heard me
make snch a statement.  That is most un-
Pair of xou.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T have no desive
to be unfair to the member for Murchizon
{Mr, Marshall), and if he says be has not
made that statement, T will accept his word,
and  withdvaw (he remark. I know that
view has been expressed from the Govern-
ment eross-benches and, Mr. Chairman, T
may be looking at the member who gave
cxpression to that opinion! Destruetive
criticism is casy to indulge in, but construe-
tive criticism is quite a different matter.
Most of the members of the Committee have
heen, direetly or indirectly, assoeciated with
farming. and if we could get together in an
endeavour to assist, we would not only help
ourselves but we would do much to encour-
age a return to the agricultural areas, which
would be the soundest thing we could do.
This year we have exported about 250,000
lambs, and this iz ¢uite a new industry.
It will result in much money being
returned to the OState, and will pro-
vide us with credit overseas emabling us
the better to meet our interest bill. I hope
we shall be able to continue that industi,
and in that direction the provision of water
supplies will be essential for stock purposes.
It seems remarkable thal although some of
the agriculiural areas have been opened up
in the past 28 vears, laxt vear, and again
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this year, water has had to be railed from
the castern goldfields pipe-line to various
areas where it was required. In addition to
that, we charge the people water rates and
undertake to give them a certain quantity.
Despite that, we do not supply that stated
quantity because we are unable to do so.
Then we make them pay freight on water
that is conveved over the railways, and
make them pay double by that means. If we
cannot provide the quantity of water that
people are entitled io, we should not charge
them in that way.

Mr. Rodoreda: BRBut how
charges do they pay?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T would not mind
if that was the only instance. It is immoral
for any Government to pursue the course [
have indicated. If is wrong to enter into a
contract to provide a given quantity of
water on the payment of certain rates and
then, when it is found impossible to provide
that quantity, to impose the additional bur-
den. I can assure the Committee that no
farmer will eart water nnnecessarily, so 1
contend the principle underlying the water
supply position is wrong, )

much of the

Mr. Needham: How Jlong has that
operated?

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Only since the
present Government took office.

Mr. Needham: That is not so.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I{ would be more
correct to say it has operated during the
last two years.

Mr. Lambert: They should make some of
the people in the metropolitan area cart
their own water.

Mr. Raphael: Don’t worry about that:
vou don't pay vour water rates.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Something should
be done to minimise the trouble. If people
pay their rates we shonld not handieap them
by making them pay twice.

The Minister for Works: You are assum-
ing that they ave paying the full price for
the water. You know that ecapital charges
are not levied.

The Premier: There is no inferest charged
on acecount of the head works.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: T know that. but
if all the people paid, there would be a sub-
stantial profit reaped by the Government.

The Promier: No.

Hon. ¢. G. LATHAM: One has only to
read the Auditor General's report to recog-
nise that faet.
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The Minister for Weorks: Bug they are not
meeting all the interest charges.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : There will be more
and more metf, because ihere will be ihe
capital expenditure of part of the migration
mouney,

The Premier: But you know that we spent
£60,000 on the Barbalin scheme, They do
not pay much on account of that.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Not directly, but
indirectly they do. That scheme will result
in the production of inercased veal
wealth. That wtl]l mean additional traffic for
the rajtways, and will be of advantage in
many other ways.

The Minister for Works:
are not in business for profit.

Hon. . G. LATHAM: | would like to
have a quiet word with the Minister becanse,
in some respeets, I think he is in business
for profit.

The Minister for Works: The only profit-
able part is the metropolitan supply.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I know. To my
mind, from the farmers’ point of view, it is
a profitable investment if they can make
sure of a water supply at a cost of 6d.
an acre. In facl, T believe the charge is a
little less than that, either 5d. or 8d. But
what T am most anxious about is that we
should provide additional supplies so as to
inerease the stock-carrving capacity of the
farmine areas.

The Minister for Works: We have pro-
vided some valuable country water supplies.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, they are very
wood and I give you eredit for that. I be-
lieve the Commonwealth Government ought
to make available a sum of money ito

You know we

enable the State to purchase sufficient
pipes for vreticulating our agricultural
areas. Those pipes are manufactured in

the Tastern States, so that would be provid-
ing employment there. The Commonwealth
has found a good deal of money for water
conservation on the Murray River. There
wonld be some compensation to this State if
the Commonwealth Gtovernment said, “Very
well, we will find yom the money for the
pipes, because that will provide employment
for =zome other part of Australia.” Then,
T think, the State Government would be able
to find some money for the retieulation.

Mr. Raphael : Why was not this done while
you were in power?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Because it took
six days in which to make the earth. T be-
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lieve the State Government could find the
money for the labour if the Commonwealth
Government would find the money for the
pipes. It would be worth while trying. On
one oceasion when a Federal Minister was
over here, I tried to interest him in the
matter., Subsequently I received a letter
from him in which be said that the Minister
Yor Works had sent him a plan. We are
entitled to ask for assistance in sesuring
those pipes, because a great deal of money
is being spent on the pipes. We could sup-
port the Government in the provision of
those pipes, because we cannot do mueh for
our agricultural areas without water.

Mr. Marshall: You can afford to support
the Government in every matter,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: In Victoria the
water, or a lot of it, is run in open drains
for 150 miles or 200 miles for the purpose of
filling dams.

The Premier: I wish we had a Murray
River here.

Hoa. C. G. LATHAM: You have made a
substantial River Murray for the benefit of
the city, during the past few years. There
has not been much complaint about that, be-
canse of course the city must have its
water suapply. If the money can be found
for the construction of the Canning Weir
over a number of years, we could probably
make a start with another scheme for the
agricultural arcas. The Government has
spent a lot of money in the metropolitan
avea for the purpose of water supply and
sewerage. That is all vight, but it takes a
lot of money from the people and so they
cannot otherwise nse that money. I do not
blame the Government, but how much better
would it be if the people could use the
money for the building up of industry,
which would bring new money into the
country! We must do something in the near
future with these repurchased estates,
which must come back on our hands in view
of the high rents that have to he paid for
them.

The Premier: We are revaluing them now.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: But the process is
a very slow cne. Some of the capitalisation
on those repurchased estates is up to £9 per
acre. I know of no farm that can carry so
high a eapitalisation. Under such a strain
the settlers must walk off, and T want to see
those settlers receive some encouragment. It
shonld be our first determination to keep on
the land the men who are there, after which
we should use other blocks for the benefit of

[ASSEMBLY.]

further settlers. Now I wish to say a few
words about the Estimates themselves. The
estimated expenditure in these Estimates for
the year 1937.35 is £2,241,497, or £48,000
greater than last year's actual expenditore
of £2,193,117. The Treasurer, when intro-
ducing the Estimates, explained that the
total lean liability of the State at the end
of June last was £92,000,000, representing a
per capita indebtedness of £201 15s. Since
1932 the public debt per head of popula-
tion has steadily increased from £180 to
£201. As I bave previously stated, an ana-
lvsis of the State's total loan expenditure
shows that only £4,000,000 has been invested
in fully reproductive assets, while £77,000,000
has been invested in partially reproductive
undertakings, and about £4,000,000 in assets
that are totally unreproductive. So long as
we ean keep somewhere near that margin, it
is not so bad. Some of the unreproductive
works that we could very well get rid of in-
clude the State Brickworks, the State Quar-
ries, and while T would not altogether advo-
cate the disposal of the State ships, I think
it was unwise t0 add to their number at a
time when our finances were in so unsatisfac-
tory a state. The State Brickworks and the
State Quarries earncd last year only suffi-
cient to meet working expenses, the capital
charges, including interest, sinking fund and
exchange, having to e met from general
revenue. Both the brickworks and the quar-
ries could well be ecarried on by private en-
terprise, notwithstanding which the State 13
making a loss on them every year. I know
we gannot give away these undertakings, for
there is a fair amount of capital invested in
them, but certainly we ought to dispose of
them as guickly as we possibly ean. T am
of opinion that some of our publie works
should be earried out from ERevenue instead
of from Loan funds. Very few of our pub-
lic works are carried out from Revenue.
This vear if is proposed to spend on build-
ing about £62,000. Some of that £62,000
ought to come from Revenue, hecause a fair
amount of it will be providing labour.
Moreover, we have been charging against
Loan funds works that should have been
charged against Revenue. One advantage
the Government will have this year, which
will materially assist them, is the additional
amounnt pf money to come from the Federal
Aids Roads Apreement. From that source
the Government expect a total of £750,000.
We can compliment onrselves upon the very
good roads that we have, and this year we
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shall have three-quarters of a million to
spend on roads and bridges. I think T ean
say that this State can thank Senator Pearce
for the very excellent agreement he made.
Scnator Pearce was responsible for it,

Mr. Raphael: Is he still Senator Pearce?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: He can be con-
gratulated upon having had that olause in-
serted to the effect that the money, instead
of being distributed on the basis of popula-
tion, should be distributed on the basis of
two-thirds population and one-third area.

The Premier: Surely we had something to
do with that!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not think
vour Government were in power at the time.

The Premier: Yes, we were, and it was the
late Mr. Alex MeCallum who got that clanse
inserted.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, Mr. McCal-
lnm was responsible for it

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Mr. Bruce, when
Prime Minister, told me that Senator Pearce
was responsible for it.

The Premier: Quite wrong.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: [ say it is to his
everlasting credit. When onc has heen to
the Eastern States one ecan appreciale how
zood our roads really are.

The Premier: We have always given credit
for that to the State Minister who negoti-
ated the agreement.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: This State is the
only State, other than New South Wales,
to have this agreement. If it be asked, why
did not Queensland adopt it, the answer is
that Queensland did not have the necessary
influence. There has been a considerahle
falling off in the number of men requiring
employment, and I understand it is now pro-
posed to increase the earnings of the relief
workers. T am pleased to hear that, beeanse
it must be a terrific struggle for a man who,
on a small wage, has to maintain two homes.
Under the heading of “Water Supply and
Sewerage,” it is proposed to expend
£926.000. Of this amount Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage
Undertakings will absorb £525,000, Gold-
fields Water Supply £230,000, and Agricnl-
tural Water Supply and Drainage £140,000.
T should like to have seen that amount of
£140,000 considerably inereased. At the
same time I know that we can only carry
on with the money that is available. Tm-
mediately the Canning Weir is completed
the Government should trv to divert the
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money that may be remaining to agrieultural
water supplies.

The Premier: And even before the Can-
ning Weir is finished.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, if that be
possible. I understand the work is well to-
wards completion now,

The Premier: A fair amount has yef to Le
spent there.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM : There are not mauy
men employed there just now. The biggest
part of the expenditure has taken place and
we know that the pipes ave being laid in the
metropolitan areca. And so [ am hopeful
that the Government will be able to find
some money for agricultural water supplies.
The Estimates provide for the expenditure
of £218,000 in conmecation with the purchase
of the new State vessel. It is pleasing to
learn that the programme to overtake he-
lated repairs is now completed. T dio not
know what it is proposed to put up for next
vear. I do know that this item “belated re-
pairs” has been very handy to produce eath
vear., I have seen some trucks and have
heard some rajlway engines with Taftles
that could have received some attention. The
Premier knows more about thems perhaps
than 1 do, but that is a maiter that ean be
taken up when there is a change of Govein-
ment the yvear affter next or even earlier.

The Premier: Do not speil it now.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Under the head-
ing of “Development of Agriculture” it is
proposed to expend £169,000 or £20,000 laess
than the Vote of last year. We find that
£80,000 of the total will be provided for pine
planting and forest regeneration, leaviag
only £86,000 to be applied for the purpose
of assisting agrieultural development.
There is mueh to he done in the way of
encouraging agrictlture and overcomiug
many diffieulties. Every vear fresh pests
come along and we need the assistance
of seientists. I hope the Minister will be
able to tell us whether it will be possible
for him to avail himself of the money
heing offered by the C.8.IR. for the pay-
ment of scientists. I have prepared some
notes about bulk handling, but as the Min-
ister  has now given notice to introduce
a Bill, I shall defer those comments until
after the Bill has heen presented. I did
want to bave a look at the contents of that
Bil and to studv it over the weck-end.
I should like an undertaking from the Pre-
mier that he will see to it that the Minister
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for Lands does introduee the Bill before
the end of the present session. There is a
fairly formidable list on our Notice Paper
and if the Minister does not exercise a
little haste I dounbt whether we are
ever likely to have anything done at Fre-
mantle. I understand that the board is to
be empowered to raise up fo £330,000 as
authorised by the Loan Council. This sum
is not included in the Loan Kstimates. Is
it correct that the Government will have
power to borrow that amount wherever it
likes? Has it been stipulated that it has
to be borrowed ount of the country?

The Premier: No.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The sooner that
money is borrowed, the better it will be be-
canse we are anxious to see that the faeili-
ties are provided at the port, I am also
anxious to know what progress is being
made at the power house. Has the final
amonnt been made available?

The Premier: It should be open in Janu-
ary or February.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : I hope the Govern-
ment will not turn its attention entirely to
the metropolitan area when current is
available for distribution. This is a utility
that is needed in many of the districts
surrounding the metropolitan area. While
I was watching the interests of the mem-
ber for Swan during his absence I was ap-
proached by people from West and South
Armadale and Roleystone on this guestion.
There are people in those parts living with-
out many of the conveniences that are asso-
cinted with life in the city, and it is due
to us to study them more than has heen
done in the past.

The Premier: The industrial aspeet is
more important from their standpoint.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Exactly. Ther
require current for many purposes, pump-
ing water or irrigation. In any ecase, I am
hoping that if eurrent is made available,
it will be an added attraction to live in the
hills. We should do all we can to induce
people to establish homes in the hills be-
cause it is so much better for the family
life. The Premier has set out his Loan
Estimates very clearly. He has told us
what he proposes to do with the money it
is intended to borrow. I agree it is not
solely a question of borrowing money. It
is the wise expenditure of it that is im-
portant. In this way we ¢an hope to lighten
the hurden of the people who come here.
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The Premier: We are in agreement
about that.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: On the sabject of
migration, I want o see people with capi-
tal coming to this State. I consider there
are very good opportunities hers for the
investment of capital. There are some
small items about which I should like to
have information, but I think I have said
enough to show the Government that we
on this side of the House are watching
closely the expenditure of loan money.

MR, NORTH (Claremont) [6.9]: It is
not much use on these Estimates urging
further expenditure because, as has been
shown by the speech of the Premier, a great
many of the bigger undertakings are nearing
completion, Still, theve is one subject to
which I should like to draw attention and
that is the Fast-West railway. This is a
question that cannot of course be dealt with
in five minutes, but the Government should
enter into pegotiations with the Common-
wealth to extend the broad gauge fo our
eoast. During the recent election campaign
the matter was stvessed by all parties and
they agreed that the State should take up the
matter with the Commonwealth. We know
that it would take several years to complete
the construction of the line. Many years
have elapsed since the original line was bult
from Perth to Kalgoorlie and there wounld
be some advantage if we made & commence-
ment now with the negotiations. A second
matter to which T desire to draw attention
is the question of the provision of subways
to replace level crossings. This is a very
important matter because we are aware of
the numerous accidents that have taken
place at the level erossings. T have not in
mind merely those about Claremont and
Cottesloe, but generally in the metropolitan
area, A third matter that I strongly sup-
port is also important and it is the hastening
of the inquiry in respect to country water
supplies from the Darling Ranges or else-
where. This should be given earnest and
nrgent attention. There is no reason why
the member for Katanning should not be
known as Big General Watts because of his
advocacy of country water supplies. The
movement that he initiated by way of a
motion in this House last vear shounld lead
to a big step forward in the State. Speak-
ing now as a lay member, or non-farmer
member of the House, I ean say that I have
learnt from what has been said by others
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the importance of stocking up holdings and
not werely depending upon one line of pro-
duction. T realize that the programme car-
ried ont hy the Governinent is a substantial
ooe and that it must have taken many
months to prepare. All the same, I trust
that during the year it will be possible to
give some attention to the questions that I
have submitted.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [6.14]1: Once
ugain I desire to bring under the notice of
the Minister the importance of declaring a
veserve of jarrah country for fruit-case
woed. Tt has been suggested that such is not
necessary. | consider it is necessary becauge
fruit-case woml is most important and it is
essential that there should be available, par-
ticularly for export, an adequate supply.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

- Mr. SAMPSON: The reserve to which [
have referred is necessary for fruit market-
ing. If the Government would recognise that
need, there would be widespread appreeciation.
Now as regards water supply in the outer
suburban distriets, and also electrieity sup-
ply. I frequentlv hear the Minister for
Lands speak of the needs of farmers, but
never of the needs of small farmers. Small
farmers are highly important. They preo-
vide a bigger population per hundred acres
than do other farmers, and it is time that
greater consideration was shown to their
needs. PBack in 1924, when the member for
Boulder (Hon. P. Collier) assumed the reins
of Government a visit was paid to Parker-
ville by the Hon. James Cunningham, who
in answer to0 requests promised that water
would be provided for residents. It is a case
of hope deferred, but even yet we are not
entirely unbelieving. It is a faet, how-
ever, that back in 1921 that promise was
made, and that to-day the position is that
& one-ineh pipe eonnects up Parker<ille with
the main ronping along York-read. Imagine
a one-inch pipe being put in! And that pipe
supplies five different consumers, It is a
caricature of Government foresight and con-
sideration for fhe man on the land.

Hon. P. Collier: When I went out I left
instructions tbat the work should be done.

Mr. SAMPSON: T am glad the hon.
member did that. It would have been
better had he given those instructions
13 years ago. The Minister for Lands, con-
cerned s he is for the man on the land,
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appears to be indifferent to this nced. The
matter is highly important, and from the
economic standpoint it would mean that we
would have more people living in those dis-
triets if reasonable facilities were provided.
But no! Request after regnest is made. until
one hecomes tired of naking the rueqguest.
One feels ashamed that in a country which
should have every claim to progressiveness
we continue as at the dawn of creation, It
is distresgsing and discomaging, Mr. Chair.
man, but it is the result of the negleet
of successive Governments, and I particularly
blame your Government, by which a promise
was made. Why is the work not done? The
people concerned have already signed guar-
antees, and the loeal authority, the Mundor-
ing Road Board, bas promised to make up a
portion of any loss, should a loss be sus-
tained.

Hon. P. Collier: The departments have no
faith in promises.

Mr. BAMPSON: This was a Ministerial
promise.

Hon, P. Collier: I refer to the promise of
the road board to make up any loss.

Mr. SAMPSON: Governments do not
take promises from road boards. The signa-
tures have already been provided, or are
waiting.

Hon. P. Collier: The departments are full
of signed promises to pay,

Mr. SAMPSON: The departments are
mausoleums of broken promises.

Hon. P. Collier: Go to the Agricultural
Bank for promises.

Mr. SAMPSON: The same thing applies,
except that no promise has been made, to
East Maddington and East Gosnells. Why
should these people mot be permitted to
make a living? Why should not water be
available to them? Water is available from
the Camning Dam, just as Parkerville is
capable of supplying from Mt Helena.
There is no cost of pumping; it is all done
by gravitation in each case.

Hon. P. Collier: What is wanting is 2
persistent member!

Mr. SAMPSON: There is something want-
ing, but I have not lost faith in the member.
Confidence persists, and importenity econ-
tinues to implore. The Government's policy
is a short-sighted policy. Here we have the
Minister for Employment—and I might al-
most say, the Minister for Unemployment,
becanse if these two facilities were provided
in different districts—I refer especially to
two distriets, at the moment, as examples—
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there would be lexs unemployment and a
lesser inclimation tor people to go inte the
city. There would be greater inclination to
remsin in the outer distriets, and it would
be possible to drag some sort of a living
from the soil, if these faeilities were avail-
able.

The Minister for Employment: We wili
try to get it done.

Mr. SAMPSON: This is a genuine pro-
mise.

Hon. P. Collier: Just one more!

Mr. SAMPSOXN: [ have said that employ-
ment is inereased by giving attention to the
reasonable needs of these people, reasonable
needs in respect of water and eleetrie cur-
rent. Here we have the Fleclricity Depart-
ment full of enthusinsiy, alwavs ready to
make sn extension, until it comes to the
actunl work, when unfortunately money is
not available and eonsequently the extension
cannot he made. It 1s moxt disereditable,
and, as T have said on many oceasions, most
discouraging. This country has achieved a
nanie as a place where canned goeods ean be
dumiped. T suppo=e from the population

"point of view, a  greater quantity of
canned roods is used in this country than in
any other part of the British Empire, un-
less perhaps Alaska, which, however, T be-
lieve is portion of the United States. We
have achieved a name as consumers of can-
ned zoods. Why? Because the people here
who desire to produce are denied the faeili-
ties which wonld make it possible.  Qur
poultry men are faced with great difficulties
becanse of the ahsence of those two facili-
ties. Dressed poultry is ecomparatively un-
known in this eountry. What we do when
we want to give ourselves a treat is to buy
something in a tin,

Hon. P. Collier: In a bottle!

Mr. SAMPSON: It is a sad commentary
that the Covernment has the power to
provide facilities but denies them to the
people.  Undoubtedly that is a heavy handi-
eap. T am pleased to know that the produne-
tion of current is increasing, but I am
anxious to comment as little as possible on
electricity supply. I have been told that if
I tell the Government exactly what I think
of it, T cannot hope for any extensions to
bhe made. T do not know that that is quite
right, hecanse T strive fo retain some
Christian fecling towards members of the
Vinistryv. Further, T helieve that under the
new Minister there is some pos=sihility of ex-
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ensions being wade.  If the Minister for
Water Supplics would take up that old pro-
mis¢ made by Mr. Cunningham and carry it
info elfect, I should have cause to be extremely
wrateful, Next I would draw attention to the
Metropolitan Markets, There is attached to
those markets, as part of the land originally
resumed for them, an area which is still in a
state of non-use. It is practically in the
centre of the metropolitan area, and cer-
tainly right in the centre of the Metropolitan
Markets avea. The time is overdue for put-
{ing that land to some use.

llon. P. Collier: Start a newspaper
theve!

M, SAMPPSON: Holding vacant land is
an unwise and uneconomic proposition. I
realise, ol course, that rates are not paid by
the Government, and therefore the passage
of time can he viewed with equanimity;
but that land should be used, Since
the Metrepolitan Markets were built for the
specific purpose of providing marketing con-
venienees, the protits should be devoted to
developing other things in conneection with
the markets. 3ot what is done? The pro-
fits are poid into Consolidated Revenue, and
the Government uses them for any purpose
it desires. )

The Premier: How much profit do yon
think we get froin the markets?

Mr, SAMPSON: I believe the profit has
been up to £4000 a year, though not in
every vear. However, the money is not used
for the purposes for which the markets were
provided, aud to which such revenue shonld
be devoted, Tt is simply paid into Consoli-
dated Revenuve. 1 claim that is hardly a
fair deal so far as the Metropolitan Markets
are concerned. Since money is evidently ve-
quired, T would urge that the vacant land to
which I have made reference be either uii-
lised or sold. T was ohe of those who re-
ceived the courtesy of an invitation to tra-
vel to Pinjarra by the Diesel coach. A tri-
bufe should he paid {o the Minister for
Railway= aud fhe Treasurer for making pos-
sible that innovation. Tn my opinion the
Diesel coach is an economically sound pro-
position, and if it has the effect of stopping
the running up and down the country of so
much animated junk-—7T refer to the outer
suburban  frains—it will be an excellent
thing. T uless the timetables of the outer
snburhan area will stand up in comparison
with those of the buses, then in the best in-
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tercsts of all concerned the timetables of the
ruilway lines should be drastically revised.

Mr, Cross: Do you think the people of
Roleystone are satislied with the bus ser-
viee timetable?

Mr, SAMPSOXN: You caunot construct a
railway to Roleystone because of the grade
of about 1 in 8. But the people there
would be very happy if they were pro-
vided with electric current.  They do not
want trolley Dbuses and trams and buses,
and a zoo and all the rest of it to brighten
their lives. (iive them electrie ecurvent,
and I promise¢ that the population of Roiey-
stone will increase. What applies to Roley-
stone applies to most of those outer snbur-
ban areas. There is a splendid opportunity
for the Government to develop those places.
An inereasingly large number of people
desire to live outside the city, but they
have not been given the faeilities that ave
essential to encourage them to live there.
T notice a yearning look in the eves of the
Minister for Lands. It he will express the
unexpressed to the Premier, T will he very
grateful to him. It is something that
should be done, and I amm sore there wonld
he no regret experienced if it were done.
Some time ago an unreported deputation
waited on the Minister for Health in regard
to a rumoured extension of the abattoirs
area. The deputation asked that there
should be registered slanghterhouses in the
outer suburban distriets and that an ap-
proved inspector or inspectors should
examine and stamp the meat. I appreciate
fully the importance of meat heing care-
fully examined. T am not here to advoecate,
nor wonld I advoeate in any other place,
that meat not fit for human consumption
ghould be so used. The depntation asked
that an approved qualified inspector should
bhe permitted to examine the meat at the
slaughterhouses and brand it, the slanghter-
houses to be registered.

Mr. Stubbs: Is not that dome now?

Mr. SAMPSON: No. The position is
that I fear the rnmoured extension of the
abattoirs area will he made, and if so there
will be widespread suffertng. It will mean
that the calves and other animals that are
killed for human consumption will be de-
stroved and buried becanse the alternative
to approval by = quoalified inspector will be
that the animals must be taken on the
hoef, either to Midland Junetion or Fre-
mantle abattoirs. We reezll what happened
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two years ago. A few hours before Pax-
liament rose, there was laid on the Table of
the House certain regulations whereby car-
case meat could no longer be legally brought
into Perth for sale. It was provided that
such animals would have to be taken on
the hoof to the abattoirs at Midland Junc-
tion or Fremantle. If this has to be done,
the animals in many cases will not be
worth the ecost involved in transporting
them to one of those sbattoirs. I would
greatly appreciate from the Minister for
Agriculture or the Minister for Health or,
in their absence, from the Premier, am
assuranee that no such action is likely to
veeunr subseguent to Parliament rising. It
is a serious matter o those small settlers
heenuse, if they arve deprived of a market
for this wmeat, the few pounds that come
their way will be lost to them. The costs
are far too great to enable these animals
to be taken to one of the established abat-
toirs, which are at Jeast 20 miles away in
cither ease, and further, I think, with re-
spect to the Midland abattoirs. The matter
is one calling for early and serious con-
sideration. If in the different distriats
there are one or two slaughterhonses, and
all meat is examined and branded while
the intestines are there—and it must be
examined to make sure the meat is good
for human consumption—it will mean that
those concerned will have a great anxiety
removed. 1 do not think the Minister ean
reasonably object to this, because the in-
gpector would be a qualified man, and his
appointment would necessarily require the
approval of the Minister.

The Premier: Will he be paid from loan
funds?

Mr. SAMPSON: No, but I notice there
is an amount of £21,460 for abattoirs and
cold storage, and if the abattoir area is to
be increcased, I take it that some of that
money will be spent in making those exten-
sions. I hope this request by a number
of settlers representative of the Armadale-
Kelmseott, Murray-Wellington, Gosnells
and surrounding districts will receive
approval. We have not had a reply and,
althongh T am blessed with a fair amount
of faith, I must admit to a little misgiving
because of the passage of time and the re-
collection of what happened a year or two
ago.

Mr, Thorn: Most of the butchers want
this.
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© Mr. SAMPSON: People generally would
applaud the approval of the vequest. It
would enable fresh meat to be available and,
in addition, the meat having been branded.
it would be possible to send it to the Perth
City Markets without any fear of its being
affected by T.B. or any other disease that
would render it unfit for human consump-
tion.

Mvr. Lambert: What has that to do with
the Loan Estimates?

Mr. SAMPSON: I have explained that.
Tf the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie {Mr.
Lambert) desires any further informatinu,
T will give him my copy of the Loan Esti-
mates. Y would greatly appreciate in the
reply of the Premier a promise that no
action will be taken that will cause anxiety
and loss to the small settlers of those dis-
tricts. I would not like to have such a thing
happen, but bearing in mind what did hap-
pen before, there is & lingering feeling of
anxicty in my mind.

-The Minister for Works: Are yon not
asking for a mean advantsge over the men
who bring cattle hundreds of miles?

Mr. SAMPSON: They would bring a
truckload, and it would be comparatively
cheap for them to do so, but the small daivy-
man in Roleystone, or West Perth, or Arma-
dale, is not so well placed.

* The Premier: He kills half a calf a week,
does he?

Mr, SAMPSON: He does not kill very
many animals, Tf the rumoured alteration in
Tespect to the abafttoirs area is effected, that
ealf will never vee the markets. The unfor-
tunate animal will die as a result of a knock
on the head and will be buried. It would
never pay to take that calf to market on the
hoof, I bope some brief reference to this
projected alteration will be made by the Pre-
mier when he replies.

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[7.56]: T would not have risen to speak but
for listening to the futile and meaningless
contribution of the member for Swan (Mr.
Sampson) to this debate,

" The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. Sampson: You are one of the calves
that should be knocked on the head.

Mr. LAMBERT: It always pains me to
have to listen 1o parochially saturated minds
that are never likely to east their vision he-
yond the Darling Ranges. Moreover, so
much of what the bon. member said has been
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definitely irrelevant to the T.oan Esti-

maftes

The CHATRMAN: Order!
flection on the Chair.

Mr. LAMBERT: A~ the Leader of the
Opposition has peinted out, a definite policy
should be adopted regarding the expenditure
of loan money. The uwndevtakings entersd
upon should be of a lasting natuve and of
a productive chameter. T am not bothering
my lead very much about whether more
land will e mwle available at the City
Markets, or whether entrails at the abattoirs
are properly «isposed of, or whether there
is a trickle of water at Roleystone, ov
whether——

Mr. Sampson: Give ws a trickle of com-
monsense.

Mr. LAMBERT: I would like to give the
hon. mewmber a trickle of comfort, but I do
not know whether it would last tuvo long.
The Leader of the Opposition was quite
right in directing attention to the neeessity
for providing water supplies in the agricul-
tural areas. We have spent some millions
of money in the attempt effectively to people
the land of this State, and yet to-day nine-
tenths of our farmers are without adequate
water supplies. It is futile to expect
farmers to meet their obligations to the
Agricaltural Bunk or to any other depart-
ment until we provide them with reasonable
water suppies,

AMyr. Sampson: That is sensible,
Prise e,

Mr. LAMBERT: I would shrink to a
shadow it the hon. memher attempted to pay
me a compliment. In my district between
the first and second rabbit-proof fences a
considerable amount of money has been
spent, some justifiably some unjustifiably.
It would be more helpful if members instead
of parochially discussing pettifogging
matters under these and the general Esti-
mates cast their eyes beyond the Darling
Ranges and visnalised the opportunities for
the wise expenditure of public money. No
loar expenditure in the metropolitan area
would be justified unless it were absolutely
necessary to carry on the existing serviees.
A fair proportion of the money bas been
spent  in the metropolitan area. Almost
daily T am endeavouring to get water sup-
plies for people who are battling hard on the
land. The member for Swan instead of
talking about Darlington and Roleystone,
both within a few miles of Mundaring Weir

That is 0 re-

You sur-
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and comprising areas largely oecupied for
residential purposes, should direet his atten-
tion to those parts of the State where ex-
penditure on water supplies would stimulate
production. In this world of instability the
people who give strength of character snd
eapacity to the nation are those who are pro-
ducing the foodstuffs, not the people con-
cerned about a trickle of water at Roley-
stone or Darlington, When I think of the
people I represent T recall all their disad-
vantages and disabilities. I hope it will be
possible for the Government to undertake a
courageous and progressive policy for the
good of the State. Considerable sums of
money have been sacrificed in the attempt to
populate this western third of the contivent,
but the indirect sacrifices made by other see-
tions are of small moment alongside the
direct sacrifices made by the people in the
country. By way of indirect taxzation
through the Cnstoms the people have paid
£107,000,000 in five years in the attempt to
develop the secondary industries of Austra-
lia from which we in Western Australia de-
rive little or no benefit, and yet those indus-
tries must always remain seeondary to pri-
mary produetion. It is not too much to ex-
pect that sooner or later the culfivable lands
will prove sufficienily responsive to justify
the money that has been expended on them.
I appeal to the Minister that a definite poliey
of water conservation and service must be
adopted. We might as well close the Agri-
coltural Bank and allow that institution to
evacuate its securities and eontrol over our
farm lands unless a policy be formulated to
strengthen and encounrage the people who are
hattling on the land. Water snpplies for
the agrienltnral areas are no less essential
than are water supplies for the gold mining
industry. The Government has been gene-
rous, and justifiably so, in providing water
supplies for the zold mining aveas, bui it
would be more justifiable, and more produe-
tive of lasting good, if we provided over
a spread of vears—it micht be called a five-
year plan-—a definite policy of water conser-
vation and supply for the aerieultnral areas.
If we solve that problem, we shall solve most
of the problems linked with land develop-
ment and land production in this State. In
the provision for goldfields and minecral re-
sources there i5 not mueh to complain about.
I admit that we have been treated fairly
well. T should have liked to speak a little
on our railways and tramways. Tf the ris-
ing generation have for long to ride in onr
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present frams, I am afraid the experience
will prove nerve-racking, not on account of
the speed but on account of the condition
of the vehicles and an attendant doubt as
to their reaching their destination.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: They are not that
bad.

Mr. LAMBERT : Probably the same may
be said of our railways. I listened with in-
terest to the remarks of the Minister for
Railways last night in reply to the abla
and weil-considered speech of the member
tor Pingelly for the appointment of a Royal
Commission. The Minister said@ that to ap-
point a  Royal Commission would be un-
neeessary and expensive, but I consider that
such an inquiry would be beneficial, not with
any idea of casting reproach upon the de-
partment or the officers but with a view to
being helpful. If an inquiry upon those
lines were sanctioned, there would be neo
room for complaint by the Minister, the
Commisioner of Railways, or his staff., ¥
repent the hope that consideration will be
given to the need for country water supplies,
This point hag been raised every year for
the last 20 or 21 years to my knowledge, and
we are still receiving letters from the same
old constituents and the same old promises
are heing handed out to us, but no definite
plan has heen adopted. We should getb
down to something scientific in our policy of
loan expenditure, which should be reproduc-
tive, but no loan expenditure ean be repro-
ductive if we proceed in a haphazard or
half-hearted manner withont setting a de-
finite goal and marking our progress to-
wards it year by year. No such poliey has
been adopted by any Government eince I
have heen a member of the House. A good
purpose would be served if members forgot
parochial needs and concentrated mpon the
bigger things. They would then inspire
Governments to adopt a definite poliey. In
sanctioning loan expenditure aggregating a
considerable sum of money, we would he
more likely to progress towards desired
goals that are atfainable if members geme<
rally took a wider view of the State’s re-
quirements.

MR. MANN (Beverlev) [315]: 1 wish
to sppport the remarks that have been made
concerning the water question. Something
more than is being done will have to be done
in the eastern wheat belt. The water scheme
at Narembeen is a costly and something of
an idealistic one. After three dry seasons
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the 20,000,000-gallon supply there will he
dry hefore Christmas. Tt will be impossible
for the settlers concerned to carry on under
such conditions. No man can afford to cart
water for stock purposes, because it does not
pay to do so, and the stock does not greatly
henefit from it. What T should like to see
is a second Mundaring scheme to embrace
the whole of the castern area. The Leader
of the Opposition raised the question of
future work for relief men. This in itself
provides a wonderful opportunity for find-
ing work for these men. We know the possi-
bhilities of that part of the country. It is
possible to grow grain there on a light rain-
fall, but without water supplies the farmers
cannot carry on in those dry areas. T refer
partienlarly to the Narembeen, Bruee Rock
and Corrigin arveas. [ an sorry the Premier
has given no indication as to the poliey of
the Government on the native question. In
my electorate there are two large parties of
natives. One consists of ahout 200 near
Quairading, and the other party is ai
Brookton. We are either only playing with
the question or are neglecting it as much as
we do the starting-price bookmakers. The
problem of the coloured raee will become an
acute one within the next 10 or 15 years.
There is no birth control in a native eamp
and the population is inereasing rapidly.
The position will have to he faced before
Tong.

Hon. P, D. Ferguson: Send them fo
Mogumber,

Mr. MANN: I should like to see set aside
an arvea large cnough for two farms on which
the natives eould be trained. The young
men eould be trained as farm assistants on
one property, and the girls could be tfrained
for domestic work on the other property.
Many ecoloured and half-caste girlz have
heen trained as domesties and shape very
well. It is the duty of Parliament to pro-
vide for the future of these unfortumate
people. They are rapidly becoming just
beggars, disease-ridden and loafers. ‘Thev
have no incentive to work. TUnder the new
Act farmers are rather doubtful about em-
ploying them hecause of the license fee, and
the possibility of having to pay eompensa-
tion. We have a responsibility te the
natives who once held the State in which we
live. They are growing rapidly in number.
T have sufficient faith in the half-caste to
think that we ecan raise his standard of
living and outlook on life. If we allow them
to live a sort of slum life, hecome lazy, and
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to take on all the viees possible, we shall
have a rave of people which, in the next 20
years will number many thousands, and will
constitute a menace to the State. We have
neglected our responsibilities towards these
people. 1 hope the Premier will try to find
a sum of money for the settlement of a large
area for them. At present the natives are
located on a sand plain patch and every
week they come into Quairading. The
same thing applies to Brookton. I have
already pointed out that the young men
would make excellent farm hands, and many
of the girls, some of whom are quite white,
{arn out to he wonderfully good servants. I
hope the Premier will take the matter up
heeanse provision will have to be made for
these people sooner or laler,

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[8.20]: The requirements ot members on
these Loan Estimates are many and varied.
Some of the reguests are more justifiable
than others, and I suppose the Premier
thinks that some of them are wilhout justifi-
cation. T favour the idea of the member for
West Perth who, on the Address-in-reply,
suggested the appointment of a Publie Works
Committee comprising all parties in the
House. He pointed out that such eommittees
had been formed by the Federal Parliament
and other Parlinments.  We should have
some poliey concerning the urgency of the
works on public works programmes. The
people of the distriets concerned should know
of any likely public works that are fo be
carried out in the future. 1t is not satisfae-
fory to have works of this nature sprung
upon people. During the depression many
public works were hurriedly put into opera-
tion. This could not he avoided. Now thal
wr have passed that extremely diffieult
period, I should Iike to see a programme of
fature public works mapped out. Quick
decisions have been made concerning many
of these works, which have proved very
costly as a consequence. T <o not know how
it is possible to meet with sueeess uniess our
poliey is framed well ahead. Members usu-
ally take the opportunity of voicing the re-
quirements of their own distriets.

Mr. Hegnex: This is the last opportunity.

Mr. McLARTY: Yes. T am convinced
that the proposals T am going to put for-
ward to the Premier will be considered to be
both urzent and reproduetive. In connection
with lean works, we are looking for repro-
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ductive undertakings. Some months ago 1
introduced a deputation to the Minister for
Employment, who was then acting Minister
for Works. We asked for additional water
storage in the Harvey distriet. There was
handed to the Minister a most carefully eom-
piled report which gave him all the informa-
tion he could require. When the weir at
Harvey was first erected Lo provide for irri-
gation in the distriet, it was considered that
three waterings in a season wonld be suifi-
cient. We have since learned that it is also
the experience of other irrigation distriets
in Australia—that three waterings are in-
sufficient. The existing reservoir was con-
strncted for the irrigation of 9,300 acres.
To-day it is watering only 4,000 acres, and
not doing so with any certainty. During the
last irrigation season many farmers suffered
acutely through a shortage of water. For
an irrigation distriet to be suecessful it
must be assured of a permanent supply of
water at all times of the year. When intro-
ducing the Estimates the Premier referred
to the fact that efforts were being made to
locate suitable sites for the storage of water
in the Great Southern. That, of course, is
a sound policy, and I hope an early start
will be made with the work., T also hope
that the people of Harvey will not have to
wait until it has been decided that the time
is oppertune to supply water to the Great
Southern. Irrigation has proved a success
and the money spent upon it has been repro-
ductive. One has only to visit irvigation dis-
tricts fo see the rapid growth of population
and the inereased production that results
from the development of the district. When
the depntation waited upon the Minister,
settlers from other districts also asked for
trrigation facilities, particalarly those from
Yarloop and Cookernup. T hope the Minis-
ter will tell us when it is likely those dis-
tricts will be given irrigation facilities. If
farmers are to operate suecessfully they
must know what the future holds for them.
I also wish to refer to the control of some
of the streams in the South-West. The Min-
ister is reluctant to inferfere with them.
There is trouble and ill-fecling already be-
tween some of the setflers, Those op the
upper reaches of the streams get all the
water they require, but those down below
suffer. We ave fold that the only remedy
is one of civil action. That is most un-
salisfactory.  Scction 45 of the Irrigation
Aet cives the Minister power fo create an
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irrigation district without any obligation to
supply water. I would ask him to declare
an irvigation arvea and control the water in
the streams. This would not be costly. If
some cost were involved I feel sure the set-
tlers would be only too ready to contribute
towards it. Drainage in the irrigation
areas is mnot in a satisfactory state. 1
am afraid the Minister will have to
concern himself about it in the mear fu-
ture, I suggest that he appoints a drain-
age commission to advise him on these
particular matters. The commission should
consist of an officer of the Public Works
Department, one from the Agricultural De-
partment, and a represontative of the settlers
in the area concerned. The formation of an
irrigation ecommission has proved a sneecess,
and I am sure the principle would be equally
successful in respeet to drainage. The
settlers are of opinion that loeal advice on
a mafter of this sort will be of considerable
benefit. I have a note showing how some of
the farmers in the Harvey irrigation area
have suffered with respect to the shortage
of water, One settler has 262 acres of irri-
gable land. In 1935-36 he watered 68 acres,
and in 1936-37 75 acres. In 1937-38 he
applied for 71 acres and he was allotted
33 acres. Another man had a total of 156
acres of Jrrigable cowntry. In 1935-36 he
watered 38 aeres, and in 1936-37 43 :cres.
In 1937-38 he applied for 50 acres, and
was ent down to 33 aeres. Another man
with a total area of 129 irrigable aeres, in
1935-36 watered 43 acres, and in 1936-37
40 acres. In 1937-38 he applied for 44 acres,
and- was allotted 33 acres. In the
light of those figures, members can visualise
what the loss means to those seftlers. I
hope that the Premier and the Minister for
Country Water Supplies will realise that the
shortage of water in the Harvey irrigation
aroa is having a most serious efiect. Be-
cause of that, I urge the Minister to let us
have an early reply in connection with these
matters.

MR. CROSS {(Cmnning) [8.32]: The
other evening when the Premier introduced
the Estimates he made some very pertinent
remarks regarding what I consider one of
the greatest problems confronting the State.
He said it was the poliey of the Government
{o provide homes for the lower-paid workers,
particularly for those who could not afford
to pay high rentals. Right throughout the
State there is a tremendous scarcity of
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houses at prices that the poorer people can
pay. There are several other features in
connection with the problem that have to be
considered as well as that of price. For in-
stanee, the health of the community and its
social and economie stability demand that a
certain minimum standard of housing aceom-
modation be provided for all families. Mod-
ern housing requires certain minimum amen-
tties in respect of every dwelling. TFor one
thing, there is ¢ross ventilation, In addition to
that there are guietness, sunlight, a pleasant
outlook from every window, eleciric light
and water facilities.

Mr, Thorm: Build them all on the top
of hills!

Mr. CROSS: Adequate space, privacy
and children’s playgrounds are essentisl.

Mr, Thorn: What have you been reading
now ?

Mr. CROSS : Those elements are embodied
in the standard of amenities that should be
provided in connection with every dwelling
ereofed in this State. I believe that the
community cannot afford to permit deterior-
ation of living conditions, because that
would be closely attended by discontent and
increased charges upon publie funds. Tt
is true that private enterprise, with publie
control respeating town planning and build-
ing regulations, can cater quite well for a
proportion of the people, but the standard
of amenities should not diminish pro rata
with the family income. The stage is reached
at which private enterprise cannot afford to
provide, within the means of the lower in-
come group, the siandard of housing aceom-
modation that is necessary for decent living.
I believe that the maintenance of that stan-
dard constitutes onr present housing prob-
lem. It is a great responsibility, too. Fur-
ther, I believe that it is beyond the

capacily of oprivate onterprise to solve
it. Oversens experience  elearly  de-
monstrates that private enterprise all

over the world has shown itself powerless
to provide adequate housing for the lower
paid workers. In my opinien, it is impera-
tive that the solution of the problem be en-
trusted to an appropriate authority and be
treated as a publie service, to be carried out
in the most economical and efficient man-
ner. The other night the Premier made
referenee to the tremendous building aectiv-
ity apparent in Girest Britain. One of the
most arresting features in conmeelion with
that tremendous building activity has heen
that it is charaeteristie of the progress that
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has been made singe the days of world depres-
sion and business stagnation, The motivating
pringiple underlying the Euglish housing
policy—and this is trze of all European
countries—is the humane desire fo see the
workers housed in healthful and congenial
circumstances. The Premier made reference
to England’s housing policy of the last few
years, and I desire to tonch upon that phase
briefly. In the Town Planning At of 1919,
drastie action was taken in order to remedy
the then prevailing unsatisfactory position
in Great Britain. The Government under
that legislation undertook to bear heavy
losses in order to provide cheap houses for
the people. In accordance with the provi-
sions of that Act of 1919, the Government
announced ifs policy of subsidising build-
ings and assisting by the payment of annual
increments of interest and sinking fund
charges. Under that legislation, over 170,000
new houses were built at an annual cost to
the British Treasury of over £6,500,000 per
year,

Mr. North: Did that represent subsidies?

Mr. CROSS: Yes. That money repre-
sented an absolute gift in order to provide
houses for the lower paid workers. The
Buritish Government did more than that. In
1923 it passced the Housing Aet and nnder
that legislation made provision enabling
it to pay a subsidy towards interest
and sinking fund charges in respeet of
every house built under the Aect, and that
subsidy represented £6 per annum per house
For a period of 20 years, The cost of each
house was limited to £350, and the Govern-
ment aiso made provision that that amount
could be supplemented by confributions from
local governing authorities. TUnder the pro-
visions of the 1923 Aet, over 400,000 new
houses were built, and that eost the Treasury
£2475,000 per annum. In 1924 it will be
recollected that a Labour Government was
in power in Great Britain and that Govern-
ment passed another Housing Aet, which
provided thag the Government should pny on
annual subsidy of £8 per house for 40 years
and made provision for that amount being
supplemented by the local governing author-
ities, I do not know how many houses were
built under that particular Aet, but I know
the annual eost to the Treasury for 40 years
will be £4,230,000. The amount provided hy
the British Treasury was supplemented o a
very large extent by the local governing
authorities, and T propose o read some brief
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extracts from an official report on “Housing,
Slum Clearance and Abatement of Over-
crowding in England.”

Hon. C. G. Latham: Have you read the
Liverpool report?

Mr. CROSS: Yes, and the Manchester re-
port too.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is not out yet.

Mr, CROSS: If the hon. member cumvs
aeross, I can show him a copy of the report
on oy desk.

Mr. Hegney: That ealls the blufi of the
Leader of the Oppuosition.

Mr. CROSS: There are very few reporis
available on housing that I have not secured.
The first extract 1 shall read shows the ex-
tent of the assistanee rendered by local
suthorities towards the solution of the hous-
ing problem in Great Britain. It reads:—

The total amount of advances and guaran-
tees by loeal authorities in respect of houses
erected between 1219 and March, 1936, was
£02,303,486 in respect of 189,676 houses. Im
addition, there were guarantees by loeal auth-
orities in respect of 37,124 houses.

The next extract from the report indicates
the eost to the British Treasury. It reads:—
The Treasury contributed during the same
period approximately £165,000,000 towards the
expenses of construction in respect of approxi-
mately 1,250,000 Youses in England and Wales.
The annual ecantribution by the Treasury in
respect of these houses is at present about
£14.000,000 per year.
I repeat that that money represents an abso-
lute gift from the British Nation, and is
an example of the assistance rendered by
the Government in providing houses to en-
able rents to be fixed within the reach of
lower paid workers. 1 believe that the initial
stimulus to the tremendous building activity
in Great Britain was on aecount of the tinan-
cial aid provided by the British Treasury,
It is also elear that it was only made pos-
sible on so large a seale by the cheap
money policy pursued by the finaneial
authorities. In a few words I should like
to summarise the nature and magnitnde of
Britain's housing poliey over the last 20
vears. Just after the war there were about
8,000,000 houses in Great Britain. In the
17 wears hetween 1919 and 1936 over
3,000,000 new houses were built, and of
those, 1,300,000 were built with finanecial
assistance provided under one or more
of the seven housing Aects and their numer-
ous amendments. The remainder were built
by private enterprise without any assis-
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tance whatever. As a matter of faet, the
rate of house comstruction in Great Bri-
fain has been steadily acecelerating, and
now exceeds 300,000 new houses per annum.
Therefore it is trus that never before in
the history of Great Britain have so many
hounses been available, cheap houses for the
lower-paid section of the community. These
activities have not been confined to Great
Britain. In Germany during the period
1919 to 1933, 65 per cent. of the housing
aecomplished was made possible by some
form or other of State aid, while at the
same fime 1,600,000 families were housed
by maunicipal housing schemes on Govern-
ment loan funds, assisted by housing soeci-
eties. And during the last few years more
than 50 per cent. of all the building in Ger-
many has been done by capital provided by
the German State.  And they have made
money available on specially favourdble
terms so as to enable rents to be fixed
within the reach of the lowest income
group in the general community.

My, North: You think we are hanring
behind Germany ?

Mr. CROSS: We are hanging behind the
lot of them. The Secandinavian countries
long before the war were noted for their
effective legislation and their financial assist-
ance to agrienlbure and wrban building.
Since 1890 the msin cities there have heen
actively interested in housing schemes.

Hon. C. Q. Tatham: Is it not marvellous
how we can find all these wonderful things
in foreign countries?

Mv. CROSS: Tt is.

Hon. €. (i. Latham: But nothing marvel-
lous in Australia.

Mr., CROSS: Because you are hot in
charge of Australia. Residential flats, as
we know them and as developed in some
countries, have no place in the hous-
ing schemeos of the Seandinavian nations,
the ideal there heing a separate home, with
its own vard and garden. During the
last few xears the City of Perth has
developed a system of ereeting residential
flats. T was asked one day my opinion
about residential flats. T said I thought
that residential flats were a terrace of
houses turned on their sides, and with no
backyards, and that sometimes they are
erected one on top of another. 1 venture
to sav that the residential flats in the City
of Perth will in the future become the
slums of the eity. I have taken opportunity
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to go through some of those pill hoxes in
De Bernales’ London Court. So small are
some of them that ordinary furniture can-
not be got inte them. In this State there
are all sorts of subterfuges adopted to
try to build more than one house om a
single block of land. 1 went to Bunbury
on Sunday.

Hon. . G. Latham: Js that where you
spent your week-end?

Mr. CROSS: I went there and back in
the day. There are in Buanbury at least
two instances of these so-called flats. Two
families made application to the loeal
authority for permission to build a second
house on a block of land. The application
was refused, it hoing held that the bloek
was too small. But this is the way they
got over it: The first house was in Spen-
cer-street, Bunhury. It was a brick house
and thev built another room alongside it and
then split it in two and let 1t as two houses.
The front door is still in its old position
and is used by one family while the other
family run round to the side door. There
was a similar instance in Stirling-street,
Bunbury. An application was made to
build a second honse where a wooden house
was already standing. That application was
refused, so they eut the wooden house in two
after buildine additional rooms on each side.
That <ort of thing is going on in Perth, where
thev ave bnilding a gvstem of flats which T
sav will hecome the slums of the future. 1
do not agree with that poliey, but I eertainly
do agree with the ideal obtaining in wmost
Euwropean ecountries that the home must
be a separate home and have its own
decent vard and a decent gerden. In
Norway they have financed housing
schemes by means of temnorary subsidies
and permanent loan funds. In five of
the largest towns, with a population of
about half a million, in a 14-year period,
15,000 out of 16,000 houses erected were con-
structed by Government finance. Even in
Ttaly, the prineciple of providing reasonably
cheap honses for the lower-paid workers has
lone heen recognised, and that policy is
featured by the present regime.

Hon. ¢. G. Latham: You do not suggest
that that is the bhest for a Government to
have.

Mr. CROSS: T say that that is the poliey
heing puarsued in all European countries, and
that in everv Envopean country, without
cxeeption, it has for long been recognised
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that the provision of cheap and decent
bouses for the lower-paid workers is a
public serviee, and is essentially a Govern-
mental and municipal function,

Hon. C. G, Latham: We have recognised
it on this side of the House, but the Gov-
ernment will not let us have it.

Mr. CROSS: You had an opportunity
when you were over here, but you did
nothing, In Europe there has been a
development in housing from a speculative
husiness to a long-term publie investment
recognised as an cssential publie serviee.
Those policies are not confined to Burope.
There have been some drastie changes in
Aunsfralia. A fow days ago there was issued
a report by the Housing Committee in Mel-
bourne. T do not intend further to refer to
that, for the simple reason that the “West
Australian” published an extensive report
upon it only a few days ago. It shows there
ts & movement afoot in Victoria to improve
the housing conditiuns of that State. As to
New South Wales, I desire to read an ex-
tract from a report which will give an indi-
cation of what is happening in that State.
There they have a housing trust along similar
lines to those of our MeNess housing trust.
I propose to read this exiraet, in order to
show that they are making a serious attempt
to provide cheap houses for the poorer
sections of the eommunity. Tt reads as
follows :—

The ecost of these houses is approximately
£250 each, and they are soll to applicants at
a weekly rate of Gs., which includes principal
and interest at 2 per cent. per annum.
T want membhers to vealise that in every
housing scheme in Europe or in our Eastern
States, a serious attempt is made to cnable
them to be let at 2 low rental and that
an extremely low rate of interest is
charged, the highest rate paid being 4 per
tent. They have in New South Wales a
housing rommittee which has made investiga-
tions, and I propose hriefly to read their
report, because they give reasons why we
should have similar activity in this State.
The report reads—

We are strongly in favour of treating hous-

ing us a nationzl nindertaking on the following
grades:—

1. The work is of a character which private
enterprise eannot uandertnke even in normal
times.

2. The capitu) cost of construction is spent

mainly in labour widely distributed among the
many trudes and industries interested in build-
ings.
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3. By reason of the very large proportion
of expenditure wvhich directly and indirectly
employes labour, ench new dwelling built saves
a substantial sem which would be spent on re-
fief for the various types of workera who
would otherwize remitin unemployed.

4. The provision of decent housing uccom-

madation for those at present living in over:
crowded or slum conditions, probably produces
a greater social amelioration than any other
form of expenditure of a like amount,
The committee recommends that action be
taken to provide houses, and they are going
into the preparation of schemes for the
amelioration of housing conditions and pro-
vision of eheap houses for the people of New
South Wales. In Queensland there is a
Workers' Homes Board and it seems to me
to be much more effective than that in West-
tern Australia. I notice that in Queecnsland,
where the average cost of houses built is
£464, the rate of interest is 4 per cent,

Hon. C. G. Latham: Wooden houses there.

Mr. CROSS: Most of them are and there
ave some very nice houses amongst them.
The Queensland board has built no Fewer
than 6,000 houvses during the period of its
eXistence and it is interestitee to note that
in that Stafe the losses are very small. On
page 7 of the Queensland board’s report it
is set out that the total loss during the 27
vears operations was £770. That is a very
satisfactory record.

Hon, P. D. Ferguson: Our Workers’
Homes Board does not make any losses at
all.

Mr. CROSS: In Queensland floods have
been responsible for some of the lossea.

Hen. C. G, Latham: You have had a very
busy time, I can see.

Mr. CROSS: In a lotter from Brizhane,
in reply to a eommunication of mine, I am
informed that the rate of interest is 4 per
cent. per annum. XNot only in Queenslund
and Vietoria have the Workers’ Ilomes
Boards been active, hut in South Australia
they have been still more active. In Somth
Australia speeial legislation has been passed
and a serious attempt hus heen made to pro-
vide houses af a price that people ean pay.
To their credit it can be taid tkat iles a:e
sefting out their scheme as part of the poliev

of the State, the scheme being to provide.

dezent and cheap honses. By cheap 1 mean
n priee that people can afford to pay. Under
the provisions of the Aet in that State the
Housing Trust was authorised to build dweli-
ing houses of two elasses, namely, CGiroap
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“AY ecosting np to £450 each, including the
cost of site, fences, sewerage, roads and kerb-
ing where necessary, and complete with light-
ing and water services, to be financed by the
Trust, borrowing money at a rate of interest
not execeding 4 per cent. per annum, and
to he let at a weekly vental not execeding
12s. 6d4. The next group is “B” and under
this heading the cost of a house is up to
£330, This includes the cost of the site,
fences, sewerage, roads and kerbing where
necessary, and complete with lighting and
water serviees to be financed by money or
proceeds of property donated, and to be let
at a weekly rental not exceeding 10s, Com-
ing baek to Western Auwstralia, T wish to
express the opinion that our Workers'
Homes Board has failed in whut T emnsider
was its original mission,

Hon, P. D), Ferguson: It has heen a hage
sneeess,

Mr. CROSS: With regard to certain work
that it has accomplished, it has been suctos-
ful to the extent that during the years of its
existence and to the 30th June last it has
bnilt 1,000 houses. All these houses, how-
ever, have heen for people who have an in-
come.

My, Hegmev: What nonsense!

Hen. C. G. Latham: Hare vou only just
wakened up to that?

Mr. CRUSS: It is not nonsense. No man
can get a worker's home in this State unless
he ean put up a minimem deposit of £10,
and at lenst £7 5<. Gd. in fees. There are
thousands of people in the State who can-
not find £10 to put down as deposit and
even if they could, they would not be able
to meet the weekly or monthly payments
necessary under the present system.  There
are many liere among the poorer section of
the communily who cannot get workers'
lomes beeause they cannot find the deposit.
Therefore 1 contend it is the State’s job to
provide houses for which that section can
pay, honses the eharges on wlich will be
within their means. 1 propose to tell the
Committee how that ean be done, and I
assure members that it ean be done.

Mr. Mann: Appoint a select conmittee

Mr. CROSS: There i< no need to appoint
a select connnittee.

Hon. P. ). Ferguson: You are sitling on
tha wrone hench. You ought to he on the
front hench.
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Mr. CROSS: I am all right where I am.
Those people who are on the basie
wage, or helow it, cannot afford to
pay the rates that are at present
demanded, and maintain a family. It
i8 common knowledge that if a worker
has to pay more than a certain rent

he and his family will have te o with-
out some of the necessitics of life. We
should tackle this problem seriously. It is
the biggest problem we have and we are far
behind not only European countries in this
respect but a long way behind the activities
of the other States. T am going to suggest
how we ean solve the problem. My proposal
is that we extend the powers of the
Workers’ Homes Board and make it a hous-
ing trust. At the present time the Workers’
Homes Board has to depend for its capital
on the money that ean be granted by the
Treasurer from Loan Funds. The Trea-
surer, in turn, depends upon the amount he
can obtain from the Loan Council. If we
had a honsing trust T believe we ¢ould easily
get permission from the Loan Couneil to en-
able the trust to borrow separately or permit
people to invest their money at 3 or 4 per
cent. T helieve there would he many people
prepared to invest their money in thig way.
There eertainly would be no losses in con-
nection with the investments. The money so
invested would be reproductive and further,
the activities of the trust should be subsi-
dised by the State. We subsidise many acti-
" vities; we bave thrown millions away in
group sctilements and we ‘have wiasted
money in many directions. Surely the State
could find a few thousand pounds a year so
that the poorer people might be decently
honsed. I suggest that the trust, when
formed, should bhave the power to build
houses costing between £450 and £500 each.
T am going to suggest also that the houses
should be sold on long terms and, further,
that every house built should be subsidised
to the tune of £5 per annum for a period of
40 years. If it is possible in England to
subsidise & house to the extent of £9 a year,
we should be able to agree to the suggestion
I make. This wonld permit of houses being
provided at a price at which poor people
would be able fo pay. I have had tables
prepared to give an indication of what ean
be done.
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WEEELY TABLE OF REPAYMENTS.

Weekly Instal-
Interest .r;t 1 Pri ﬂlem-. a
cent, ny an:
per Interest.
Term. 8. d,

Capltal Cost-——£450 25 years 1 90
30 , 211
85 9 38
90 8 9
46 ., 8 &

Interest at 5
per ceat.
25 years 12 2
8 11 2
35 10 6
0 14 1
L L. 1
loterest at 4
per cent.

Oapital Coat—=2500 26 years 12 3
30 . n1
a5 0 3
40 i B
45 o 4

Interest at 5
cent.
Years 13 &
80 o, 12 &
” 11 8
0 ,, 11 2
" 10 o

N.B.—The abova total tn.atalments provide for principal
and Interest only. 23, 8d. to 3a. & week should
be added to cover rates nnd Insurance.

Mr. Hegney: Have you worked it out on
a 99 years' basis

Mr. CROSS: No. Many houses have
been bought and in many cases the purchase
is not completed though tenants do not fail
to meet their weekly payments, which
amounts are within their ability to meet.
Consequently there is no hardship imposed.
I would not be worried if I could never pay
for my home. It is not much use attempt-
ing to buy a house when people cannot meet
the payments, and ihere are hundreds of
people in the metropolitan area that have
entered into contracts to buy homes and
eannot meet the payments.

Mr. Hegney: Perhaps the interest is foo
high.

Mr. CROSS: That is the position, and
what I propose will solve the problem to
some extent. Take a house costing £500
with interest at 4 per cent. There is no rea-
son why the interest should not be less than
4 per cent. If a house were sold to a per-
son on 45 yvears' terms—and incidentally
wooden houses are recognised by the War
Service Homes Commission as having a life
of 45 vears—and it were subsidised to the
tune of £5 per annum, it could be sold to the
ocenpant at a rate of 7s. 6d. per week.
There are thousands of families in this State
that cannot pay more. There are widows
and children living on the State who, anfor-
lunately, eannot pay the rents that are de-
manded from them to-day. If honses were
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Jbuilt under the conditions I have set out—
and they would be ecomfortable homes, too—
the housing problem would quickly settle it-
self. Wooden houses that would cost £500
would he homes of a good design, in fact
that value would permit of a variation in the
design. T know that in Queensland there
are some redlly beautiful homes and there is
no doubi that what has been done in that
State can be done in Western Australia, I
appeal to the Government to give serious
consideration next session to the advisability
of introducing legislation to permit what I
have suggested fto be carried out. It is a
humane demand that I make. A tenant
who has te pay 7s. 6d. weekly still bas rates,
insurance and other incidental payments to
meet. Thus the cost of a house cannot pos-
sibly bhe less than 10s. per week. I have
quife a number of photographs to show what
has been happening in Great Britain.

Hon, C. G. Latham: T ecan show you
photographs of what has heen done in this
State,

Mr. CROSS: This is a work that can he
neeomplished by the State and I appeal to all
members to give serious thought to the
problem. Since I have been a member of
this Chamber I have come to realise that
there are thonsands of people who eannot
afford to pay for houses that are even de-
cent. There is a great shortage of cheap
houses. Numercus houses should be pulled
down as a disgrace to our State. I have
made many inquiries into the matier and
could speak for a couple of hours repeating
the knowledee 1 have obtained not only con-
eerning FEuropean countries but also con-
cerning the Eastern States and the work
done through the crédit foneier system.
Western Australia is a long way behind the
rest of the world in this respeet. That is no
credit to nus. I do not make these state-
ments in any light gpirit. On this subject
my weight will be thrown behind the Gov-
crnment and I shall use every bit of influ-
ence I possess to bring about a different con-
dition of things here. Tt is an absolute dis-
grace that the poorer of onr people should
be kicked from pillar to post for what in all
other countries is regarded as an essential

service. 'We should give our working people
houses worth living in. That is what I stand
for.

MRE. WITHERS (Bunbury) [9.17): The
housing problem baving been solved, I shall
endeavour to solve something else. All hon.
members, I believd, look forward to the
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Lean Estimates more than to the Estimates
of Revenue and Expenditure. From the
Loan Estimates we do anticipate some addi-
tional improvement and progress, We in-
variably examine the loan programme for
further developments and further progress.
In going through the Loan Estimates I find
the allocation fairly comprehensive, affect-
ing the State from the North to the South
and {rom the East to the West. Although
the Loan KEstimates provide a considerable
amount of meney to be expended in one’s
own district in ecertain directions, one can
always find room for additional expenditure
in other directions, Personally I am a little
disappointed, and elaim that I have a right
to be somewhat parochial. on this oceasion.
[ refer to the amount of £500 for Bunbury
harbouwr improvements.

Mr. Marshali: Has the harbour silted up
again ?

My, WITHERS: T4
again; it is silted up.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Ts that why the Gov-
crnment is seliing the dredge?

Mr. WITHERS : The position i5 more than
a nightmare to South-Western residents. Re-
cently a question was asked regarding the
rale of the Sir William Matthews. The reply,
I am sorry to say, was that the dredge would
he sold. I was one who advoeated the pur-
chase of the dredge “Sir William Matthews”
in the first place. It was lying ai Albany,
where there is a beautiful harbour in no need
of a dredge. Accordingly I put the propo-
sition up to the late Mr. McCallum, and he
was good enough to purchase the “Sir Wil-
liam Matthews” from the Federal Govern-
ment. The dredge was reconditioned at
Williamstown and sent to Bunbary. There
it did such wonderful work that it was
thought to be capable of doing good work
at a place called Geraldion. The “Sir Wil-
liam Matthews” went to Geraldton, and
Bunbury has never seen the dredge sinece.
Had this dredge been at Bunbury for half
the time we had a suetion dredge, the posi-
tion of the harbour would be much better
now. Suction dredges do not give the satis-
faction required. In every report of the
Bunbuary Harbour Board that is a conten-
tious feature. The member for Albany (M.
Hill) mentioned last night that the Bunbury
Harbour Board’s report was not on the
Table of the House. I have had the report
for a considerable time. Possibly the part
that appeals to me does not appeal to other
members. Our trouble to-day is definitely
to keep the depth of the harbour to what it

has not silted up
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should be, 27ft.,, and to maintain two deep-
water berths down to at least 30ft.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Can you keep the
berths deep?

Mr. WITHERS: That depth can be ob-
tained, but it will be an expensive job. I
have to-day received from the Under Secre-
tary for Works a copy of a letter addressed
by him to the Secretary of the South-West
Conference held at Bunbury. That confer-
ence includes agriculturists, dairy-farmers,
and fruitgrowers. Delegates are drawn
from distanees up to 100 miles from Bun-
bury. I may mention that the agitation for
the two deep-water berths is coming not only
from residents of Bunbury, but from pri-
mary producers living far outside the Bun-
bury zone. The letter reads—

With reference to your letter of the 2lst
October convoying terms of a resolution ear-
ried at the recent Anmual South-West Confer-
ence, urging the provision of additional and
deep-water bertha at the Bunbury jetty, I am
directed to inform you that whilst the develop-
ment of the South-West is appreeiated, action
in the direction requested is precluded by the
present shorrage of loan funds.

The shortage of loan funds may enter into
the consideration, but we appreciate also
that out of those loan funds a considerable
amount will be applied to relief work. In
addition, over £57,000 will be spent during
this finaneial year on bulk-handling silos at
Buanbury. It must be borne in mind that
the construction of these silos employs quite
a number of men, and that when the work is
completed the men will be idle. There is
ample scope for the extension of the Bun-
bury breakwater and other harbour works
which were closed down early last year,
pending a decision a3 to funds. To justify
the assertion that two deep-water berths ave
required at Bunbury, I will state what hap-
pened in conneetion with Collie coal bunker-
ing. Collie iz only 40 miles from Bunbury,
and it is necessary that bunkering ecoal
should be sold at the nearest port to the
place of produetion. The coal bunkering
trade has again shown an inerease, from
4,595 tons in 1936 to 4,801 tons in the year
Just closed. Twenty-four steamers were
bunkered, of which 14 ecalled for bunkers
only. The latter steamers represent the
important part of the trade, beeause the
other steamers that called for cargoes and
also took bunkers would be loading full
cargoes. Most of the steamers ecalling for
bunkers only are from oversea, and call at
Bunbury fully laden. For these we have
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not the necessary deep berths. The Collie
people should have an outlet for their pro-
duct at the nearest port. Similar re-
marks apply to fruit shipments. During
the year two steamers of sunitable type were
sent inte Bunbury to load consignments for
Europe, and they lifted a total of 25,971
cases, with a tonnage equivalent of 1,027.
The Bunbury Harbour Board, however, re-
iterates its concern that this trade should
continue to pass the port as a result of the
absence of facilities, in the frst place, to
handle refrigerated eargoes, and, secondly,
the lack of deep-berthing accommodation
for the class of steamer mainly catering
for this trade. The board realises that
the provision of the former is dependent
on the attainment of the latter. The money
that will be spent on some relief works
will be nnproduetive. It may be econtended
that money spent on the Bunbury harbour
will not be directly reproductive, but never-
theless it will be returned threefold or
fourfold indivectly. It is not as though
Bunbury was trying to create a trade. The
trade is already there, and Bunbury wishes
to keep that trade. Last year’s revenue of
the Bunhury Harbour Board amounted to
£22.510, showing an increase of £720, while
the expenditure was £13,503, showing a de-
erease of £4,199. The main items of ex-
penditure were dredging maintenanee
£4,794, and jetty and general maintenance
£3,771, being met wholly from the revenue
of the board. The expenditure on main-
tenance is enormous. The hoard’s report
further states—

Consolidated Revenue: The Aect provides
that maintenance and operating costs are a
firgt charge on the revenue of the board, and
to give full cffect to this provision the whole
cost of Qredging, jetty and other maintenance
during the xear, together with operating
churges, a total of £13,503 was met from rev-
enue. In addition to this, £10,000 was re-
mitted to the Treasury in liquidation of the
advance for replacement account. The accom-
plishment of thc foregoing precluded any pay-
ment being made to Consolidated Revenue dur-
ing the year.

The member for Albany (Mr. Hill) recently
asked a question concerning the amounts of
money paid for interest in respect to the
various ports. The reply was that the
ports of Geraldton, Albanv and Esperance
were controlled hy the Railway Depart-
ment, and that it was difficult to arrive at
the respective amounts, becaunse they were
not segrezated. Taking into consideration
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that out of a revenue of some £22,000 so
much had o be paid away by the Bunbury
Harbour Board, is it any wonder thai there
is no money available for interest or
for payment inte Consolidated Revenuef
With regard fo the dredging, that can be
overcome by a suggestion that bas been put
up by one of the e¢ngineers, namely, to give
the estuary a proper scouring and by a fur-
ther retaining wall that would not be very
costly, to direct the flow of the estuary out
to the old boat channel through the present
breakwater.

Mr, Hill: Ts the other scheme a failare?

Mr. WITHERS : That has not failed be-
cause it has aiready created a beach where it
bas been erected, which proves that the sand
which was eoming from the north beach
has been retarded. That is not now coming
into the harbour, but the siltage from the
river is still cowing into the harbour, and
that is the greatest trouble at the present
time. The sand siliage generally is not so
hard to contend with, Leeause the sand can
he lifted and deposited in the hopper of the
dredge. But when matter of z muddy na-
ture comes down the river and is pumped
into the dredge on the onec side, it runs in
the same thickness through the other side.
We want a big dredge to do the work so
that it ean pick up this mixtnre and retain it.

Mr. Marshall: The specific gravity is too
light.

Mr. WITHERS: That has been going on
vear after year. The department has been
informed that the type of dredge is not sait-
able for the work, and I trust that the de-
partment responsible will see that the pro-
pet type of dredge is sent there so that the
dredging costs may be reduced considerably.

[My. Hegney took the Chair.]

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [9.32]:
Asg the Leader of the Opposition has pointed
out, this is the most important vote members
have to consider. As a transfusion of blood
would be to an ailing human, so this parti-
cular vote is to the life of the community
from an industrial and social viewpoint.
Without the transfusion of eredit of this
kind info the activities of the community in-
dustries would be stagmant and inoperative.
The position of this State is becoming quite
pathetie, and most of the time of members
is taken up during the debate on the Con-
solidated Revenne Estimates and the Loan
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Estimates in listening to pitiable and deplor-
able statements of the condition of affairs
the departments bave to face. Were hon.
members to consider the position for a
moment they would realise that ail the wail-
ings, pleadings, and plaosible arguments
they advance must of necessity fall upon
deaf cars. We do for the public what we
would never consider doing in our private
lives. We would never be able to carry
on in the same fashion as private indivi-
duals as we are permitted to earry on as
representatives of the public. We perpetu-
ally borrow ecredit as this vote indicates. We
go on year in and year out stimulating
indnstry by perpetually borrowing money,
and in the main all governments spend such
money as wisely as it is possible for them
to spend it, having regard to all the anoma-
lies that appear in the expenditure of the
money. But what we are actually deing is
to build up sueh a colossal strueture of debt
which earries with it an ever-increasing bur-
den of interest, that we have come to the
stage when cvery pound spent hecoines a
terrific burden upen the community, No
matter how much memhers wail and plesd
and ask and even beg for concessions, it is
heyond the capacity of any human being
sitting on the Treasury benches to do any
better than is being done at the present
time. The only complaint 1 have to utter
i5 that we are imposing a burden upon the
comniunity with our ayes wide open, and
that we are handing over to posterity a lia-
hility that it is utterly impossible to carry,
and there is never a word of protest uttered
by our representatives at the Lean Council
or at Couneils of Premiers or at any
other vpartieular meeting of leaders of
the community. But quietly we are con-
tented to borrow and spend, until we have
got to that stage where all governments are
at their wits’ ends to know where they can
find fresh avenues of taxation. That is their
only worry. Taxation muost of necessity in-
crease. It is no good the Treasurer denying
it. It is hypocrisy to say that it will not
increase. It could be avoided all right if
those to whom we owe this money would

*mive some favourable considerafion to the

financial position of the country and write
off some of our national debt, forego the
payment of interest, and drop interest rates,
There are many avenues in which they could
assist, to give concessions and ease the
frightful burden under which we are all
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labouring. The member for Subiaco (Ms.
Cardell-Oliver) can wail for milk for school
children, and the member for Bunbury (Mr.
Withers) can ery out for the silt to be dis-
posed of, and the member for Pingelly (3.
Seward) can talk about the railway system,
bt there will be no remedy found for these
things until we get down to the basis of the
evil, and it is futile for hon, members to
waste hours in talking abount it, unless we
are mepared to be courageous und ask for
some reform that will bring about real and
true redress, and give actual relief to the
people. Until we do that we are washing
our time, and we are hypoerites to pretend
we can help the publie at all. Look at the
deplorable condition in which we find our-
selves. Althongh we are a sovereign State
we have given to private people the right to
rule the State. The Premier no more rules
the State than I do. The measure of his
activities and administration is dietated to
him by a private monopaly, and if he dares
to do one thing that they find displeasing his
grant at the Loan Council will be reduced.
He knows that. To muke sure he does
nothing that will meet their disfavour
organisations are created snidely but cer-
tainly before the public gaze, but the public
arc unaware of their function., What does
the Disabilities Grants Commission do for
this State or any other State of the Com-
monweslth? That Commission is nothing
more than a policeman to wateh the activities
of eacrh State Government. The Treasurer
knows that beeause he is more generous in
his gift of the dole to the people on relief, he
suffers a reduction in some of the grants
that the Federal Government has been
giving him. He knows that if he puts
people on fuoll-time work he will have
the grants ent down, He knows that
every move he makes to benefit the un-
fortunate individuals of this State will meet
with the disapproval of the money monopoly.
Is it not true that the Treasurer himself,
even with this amount, could never guarantee
that he would have got it until he could
satisfy the money monopoly that he deserved
it; and he could only do that by giving way
te the tactics of those holding the money.
I could waste the time of the Chamber for
hours telling the Premier of the deplorable
state of the water systems on the Murchison,
of the necessity for improving the rolling
stock on the railways, and pleading the canse
of some of the unfortunate wretches amongst

[ASSEMBLY.]

the nnemployed. But what is the use of it?
I know the cause of it, for it is here given
in figures, It might be interesting for mem-
burs to know that the Treasurer mnst find,
this ¢oming year, that he must expleoit the
pockets of tlhe people and drag out of them
atdd thus reduce the people’s purdhasing
power, no less a sum than £4,271438 for in-
terest paymenls alone, principally to bond-
holdeis abroad.

My, North: 1t is the money we have to send
away that hurts.

Mr. MARSHAILL: That is so. The ex-
change paid this vear represents £492,000.
That is exchunge on goods, and payments
in monetary forin, man-created fietitious re-
guirements. Why the American gangsters,
Al Caponc and his followers, are mere fools
compared to the vobbers that are operating
under our very eyes. If we took back over
the Revenue Estimates and take the whole
sum eollected by the Treasurer last year in
direct taxation, including land tax, inecome
tax, firancial emergency tax, hospital tax,
stamp duty and probate duty, we find thut
it amounted to £2,375,000, or ahout one-half
of the tota!l amount we have to pay out in
interest annually; and that sum which we
have to pay out is, of course, increasing
annually. It me refer to the statement of
the Leader of the Opposition, who put for-
ward the old theory that provided we ean
keep our population in ratio with our bor-
rowings all is well. But I wonder what ratio
the Leader of the Opposition would aceept
as being a fair ratio. Just where should we
start, I should like to know. Although this
theory has always been advamced in this
House as representing a fairly logical basis
on which the Government can borrow money,
I find that it does not matter what the popu-
lation may be, or where we may go, the same
deplorable cireumstances are obtaining
everywhere. All the various countries are
heavily in debt and are reaching that stage
where it will not be possible for their people
to continue paying the taxes they are pay-
ing to-day.

Mr. North: Yet the people keep voting
for the system all the time.

Mr. MARSHALL: Because the people ave
misled.

Mr. North: But we represent the peuple.

Mr. MARSHALL: We do not, we repre-
sent policies that we ourselves heip to for-
mulate, and in which the people themselves
have no say. Invariably at every political
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election ihe main issue is sidefracked by sume
popular cutch ery. Let me return to ihe
statement by the Leader of the Opposition
regarding the population and the per capiia
debt. 1 have gone hack over the last 10
years and 1 find that at the end of June,
1927, our population was 392,114 persons,
and that by the same date in 1936 it had in-
crensedl Lo 450,243 persons, or an inerease
of 14.8 per ¢ent. Now at the end of June,
1927, the public debt amounted to
£061,849,239, while at the end of June in 1937
it had reached the sum of £89,774,871, or
an inerease of 45.1 per tvent. So if there
is anything at all in what the Leader of the
Opposition put forward, we find that while
we have had an increase of 14.8 per cent.
in population, the inerease in our public debt
over the same period amounted fo 45.1 per
cent. It is of no use members argwing abont
constitutions or laws; there is no law that
can be said 40 be just, and no constitution
that we can bow to which will polerate star-
ing thousands of people, and which will see
the deplorable spectacle of men who onee
fought for their country stalking the stveets
new in search of a meal. 1t is of no use
talking about constitutions when we have
such deplorable speetacles in our midst. The
“Daily News,” in a recent issue asked the
question ‘‘How many under-nourished
children there are in the State?’ and
supplied the answer as heing “One in
every four”” In a sunny land such as West-
ern Australia one innocent little mite in every
four is under-nourished and practically
starving, And examinations for physical fit-
ness of the adults show that about 45 per
cent. of them are below military standavd.
What a deplorable state of affairs, T
ask the Premier, is this country poor? Can-
not we produce all we require in the way
of foodstuffs? Is there any shortage of
milk, butter, cheese, eggs, wheat, wool,
bricks, mortar, or timber? If not, why are
not our people fed and housed?
Mr. North: There are plenty of taxes.

Mr. MARSHALTL: That is the point. The
{fovernments of the Commonwealth and the
States have beecome mere hands of tax-
gatherers for bond-holders. The amount
of money governments have to spend is so
limited that all they ean do is to apportion
it to the most urgent and necessilous re-
ruirements, but they are not worried ahout
that. What they are worried about is
whether they will be able to rob the publie
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of sullicient moeney with which to meet the
intevest bill. Modern writers well recog-
nise that gold bhas become a fetish and as a
medium of exchange, is guite wrong. If we
were awike to facts, we would recoxnise
that. Designedly or otherwise the leaders
ol this nation have not desired to reeog-
nise it, and they continue to argue about
the shortage of money, Did man make
money in order to enslave and impoverish
himselt? Is money a natural ereation, or
was it designed (o expedite the exchange
ol goods? 1 suggest that money was made
to serve man and not to enslave him. But
we have allowed eertain individuals to gain
control of the medinm of exchange, and
illezally to manufacture and issue it, and
there has been no protest from those in
authority. So the couutry is enslaved and
impoverished. It is all right for us. We
et three good meals a day and have a bed
and enjoy at least a modienm of eomfort.
There are thowsands of men, women and
children who do not cnjoy those comforts.
If the Premier and those associated with
him earcd to expose the existing state of
affairs, the medinm of exchange could he
equated to the production of the country.
The measure of our monetary and eredit
issue shonld be the possibilitv of produe-
ing what is neeessary to satisfy the re-
ruirements of the people.. That alone
should be the measure of the amount of
money issned, and that money shonld be
issued for national purposes, debt free.
Imagine the hypoerisv of our proecedure,
We horrow from a private individual, or a
gang of private individuals. YWhat do we
borrow? Nothing bhut ¢redit—hook entries.
Those credits or book entries are based on
the possible production of the country, and
s the services and labours of the people.
Then we ask posterity to take the responsi-
hility of re-paying something we have never
borrowed and something that those indi-
viduals have never loaned, exeept by means
of an entry in a hook. Tmagine the stag-
gering dimensions of our indebtedness! One
cannot appreciate it nnless one collates the
figures. Fancy borrowing something that
does not helonz to the individual, some-
thing that he has taken for himself! Sove-
reign powers have challenged the indivi-
dual, but have not had the courage to take
back for the State that which the indivi-
dual has snidely taken from the State. A
big fight will be necessary before it is won
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back for the use ol the people. It is re-
corded that one President of the United
sStates of America died in the attempt to
win hack sovereignty for the State. 1 feel
sure that King Edwwmrd VIIL was de-
throned for the snme reason. Some day,
when the seeret chambers of the Empire
are exposed, it will probably be found that
money power was behind the dethronement
of King Edward VIII. Consider the fol-
lowing figures of Commonwealth indebted-
ness—

£
1860 12,000,000
1870 25,000,000
1880 50,000,000
1890 155,000,000
1900 . 197,000,000
1010 .. 258,000,000
1920 . 778,000,000
1920 1,115,000,000
1984 1,200,000,000

The fotal in 1934 represented £1,500,000,000
in Australian cmrveney. The bulk of that
money has been spent on national institut-
tions and national requirements, such as
railways, works, water supplies, tramways,
education and the numerous other activi-
lies in which the Government plays
a part. Although we have borrowed the
public’s eredit and utilised it for public
purposes, we are now obliged to hand on to
posterity the obligation of repaying that
credit, plus interest. Within the mext six
years Western Ausiralia, in conjunction
with the other States and the Common-
wealth, will have to repay no less a sum than
£279,000,000. T ask the Premier, “How can
we repay that huge amount?’ It simply
cannot be repaid; there is insufficient legal
tender in existenee to vepay it. The amount
of legal currency in the Commonwealth is
only £55,000,000; yet we have fo find
£279,000,000 within the next six years. What
will happen is that, as the loans mature,
they will be converted and the burden will
be handed on to posterity, thus permanently
impoverishing our people.

Mr. Thorn drew atiention to the state of
the Committee.

[Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Committee resumed.
Mr. MARSHALL: There is not sufficient
real money in existence with which to pay
back these loans. They will be converted
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into other loans and handed on to poslerity
for payment, The Leader of the Opposition
tcld a deplorable tale about the farmer, who
is only in the same position as are other
individuals, Ninety per cent. of the farms
are owned by banks controlled by private
individuals, who monopolise the issue and
control of eredit. Until the Leader of the
Opposition joins with those who are pre-
pared to make an attack upon the prineiple,
the farmers will never be relieved. The
circumstances of the farimers are deplorable.
They produce most of the foodstuifs required
in the country, and yet they themselves are
hungry and impoverished in every other re-
gurd, a matter which gives me great concern.
What does it matter which Govermmnent has
done this or that? Can we not produce all
that our people require? If we can, why
are we not doing sof If the purchasing
power ix 80 low that this cannot be done, we
should set about rectifying the covil, and
seeing that all are provided with suflicient
purchasing power so that they ean buy the
commodities required. When we reach that
stage we ghall have little necessity to com-
plain ahout the deplorable conditions of the
farmer. The farmers need not expeet re-
dress from representatives in this Chamber
any more than the Labour class ean expect
redress from their representatives. We can-
notb give it to them.

Mr, North: People who expressed your
views recently lost their deposits.
Mr. MARSHALL: T wish to quote from

a publication by Professor Soddy, entitled
“Wealth, Virtual Wealth and Debt.”

Mr. Hughes: He is a chemist, is he?

Hon. C. G. Latham: No; a veterinary sor-
Zeon.

Mr. MARSHALL: A statement like that
trom the Leader of the Opposition would
come as a compliment wilh reference to a
writer of this character.

Hon, C. G. Latham: He ean be a writer
loa.

Myr. MARSHALL: I thought the hon.
member was being offensive. The works of
this professor are standard. JMany other
capable writers such as Cassel, Douglas and
others agree with him.

The Minister for Employment: Of course
the interjection was made offensively.

Hon. C. G. Lalham: You are sure to pour
a little oil on the fire.
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Mr. Marshall: T will make it every time I
deem it advisable.

The Premier: Tell us what vou would do.
What yon have said is not practicable, I have
given more consideration to the matier than
you have,

AMr, ALARSHALL: T heard the Premier,
when infroducing the listimates, say, “We
are in a state of unprecedented prosperity.
We shall have more wheat and more woal;
and with the rearmament programme Britain
will be able to buy our products.”

The Premier: That is not a correet quota-
tion. T gorrected you before about that.

Mr. MARSHALL: T have mislaid the
newspaper report from which I quoted, but
I will try to get the paper again.

Hon, C. G. Latham: Shall I ring for a
messenger?

Mr. MARSHALL: No. I will get it in
good time. The Premier knows full well
that most of onr settlers are mere shepherds,
and that 90 per cent. of our farmers are
owned by banks. The extra wealth that will
come into Western Australin by virtue of
improved values will be merely locked ap in
the banks. It will not add a penny to eiren-
lation. Will any bank allow a farmer to
handle his money? No. The farmer will
not have the money in his pocket to spend,
as the Premier implics. That money will go
straight into the bank, to reduee the farmer’s
overdraft or loan. To hear the Premier,
one would think the moncy would go into
¢irgulation. It goes merely to feed the
bhanks. I could eomplain for the rest of my
life about the unsatisfied reguirements of
my district—water supplies and improved
railway services. But what is the use of
complaining? I know our Treasurer ean do
no more than he is doing. I think he should
make a protest against what is toking place.

The Premier: Protests are no good. 1
try to make practieal surgestions.

Mr. MARSHALL: 1 am weighed down
with the sadness around us. Thousands of
people are unemploved and hungry. The
member for Canning (Mr, Cross) is out to
secure homes for people on low incomes.
Why not inerease their incomes and give
them good homes? Let us build up the in-
comes of the poor.

Mr. Cross: There is no ohjection to that,
Tell us how it is to he done,

Mr. MARSHALL: If T explained the
matter to the hon. member, he wounld not
understand.

Alr. Cross: Not in your opinion.
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MR, STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [10.16]:
On the Toan Estimates are a couple of
items whieh affect not only my particular
electorate but all the electorates of the BEast-
ern Goldfields. The first one I noticed is the
amount of £€230,000 to be spent on the gold-
firlds water main. Inecidentally, to continue
to refer to the water sorviee from Mundar-
ing to the zoldfields as the Golllields Water
Supply is something of a misnomer. T he-
leve a greater amount of water, probably
many times greater, is drawn lrom the
scheme for other loealities than for the gold-
fields. Tt is not generally known that 211
million gallons of water were drawn from
Mundaring Weir last yvear for unse in the
metropolitan arca. That quantity ix prob-
ably in the neighhourhood of the aggregate
used on the goldfields, We do appreciate the
faet that the main pipeline has been reeon-
ditioned, a great amount of momney having
heen spent on that work during the last
three or four vears. We realise that it is the
lifeline of the goldields, and that without it
the goldfields eould not exist. But trouble
is being experienced in both Kalgoorlie
and Boulder now, and has been experienced
during the last five or six years, owing to
the discolouration of the water. That
trouble has heecome highly aeute. House-
wives vomplain bitterly that the water is
not sunitable for washing, and scareely a de-
cently potable fluid. I made some inquiries
into the matter. T had an interview with
the engincer in ‘charge of the Goldfields
Water Supply. He told me what in his
opinion was the eanse of the trouble, and
undertook to Iet me have a statememt in
writing. After applyving to him in wniting
for that statement three times over a periord
of about four months, I received his opinion,
which did not entirely coincide with -what
he had told me verbally. Breaking of pipes,
he wrote, was causing a certain amount of
discolouration, the main pipeline being
breken, I thought that was likely to cause
considerable rust in the Mt. Charlotte reser-
voir. As that state of affairs is likely to
continue, according to deparfmental esti-
mates, for three or four vears, I sugwested
that if rTust was the cause of discolouration
sotne type of filter should he provided at or
neat the Mt. Charlotte reservoir to clear the
water before it ot into that reserveir, The
engineer, however, said that while rust might
be partially responsible for the discoloura-
tion, he did not consider it to be so to
any great degree. The chief canmse, he said,
was the reticulation system from Mt. Char-
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Mr, MARSHALL: In his summary of
the position on page 296 the professor
BRYS—

Banks create and destroy money arbitrarily,
and with no understanding of the laws that
correlate its quantity with the national in-
come, They have been allowed to regard them-
solves ns the owners of the virtual wealth
which the community does not possess, and to
lend it, und charge interest upon the lean as
though it really existed and they possessed it.
The wenlth so acquired by the impecunious
borrewer ig not given up by the lenders, who
receive interest on the loan, but give up noth-
ing, but ia given up by the whole community
who suffer in cvonscquence the loss throwgh a
general reduction in the purchasing power of
woney.

The banks have usurped the prerogative of

the Crown with regard to the issue of money,
and eorrupted the purpose of money from that
of an exchange medium to that of an intcrest-
bearing debt, hut the real evil iz that we new
have a concertina instead of a curreney. These
powers have fallen to them in consequence of
the invention and development of the cheque
system, unforeseen before it hecame an estab-
lished fact., Tt has been counived at by poli-
ticiang of all parties, who have bLetrayed the
people and without their knowledge or consent
have abdieated the most important funection of
government and ceased to be the de facto
rulers of the nation. The issue and with-
drawal of money shoulld be restored to the
nation for the gencral good, and should en-
tirely ceuse from providing o source of liveli-
hood to private corporations. Money should
not hear interest beeause of its cxistence, hut
only when genuinely lent by an owner who
rives it up to the borrower.
I have one more quotation to show members
exactly who ereate and control credit and
what power these people have. No one will
challenge the authority of Reginald Me-
Krenna on banking questions. Speaking on
the 25th Janunary, 1924, he made the follow-
ing statement when addressing shareholders
of the Midland Bank:—

I aw afraid the ordinary eitizen will not like
to be told that the banks can and do ¢reate
and destroy money. And they who control the
eredit of the nation dircet the policy of Gov-
ornments, and held in the hollow of their
hands the destiny of the people.

These and other kindred aunthorities convince
me that we ean complain, bitterly wail, and
moan ahout the present state of affairs, hat
that until we tackle the uleer which causes
the pain, we shall get no redress. I tell the
Premier he is not gning to get me to sup-
port any more taxation, I am not going to
ask the miners of the Murehison to be killed
at the rate of 38 to 40 per annum and im-
pair their physieal welfare in the production

.the Leader of the Opposition
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of gold to pay taxation to hondholders who
are robbing the community. I refuse to ask
my clectors to provide the robber with his
reward. It is taxation all the time. I am
tired of it. Governments of this and other
countries have cvolved into a gang of tax-
gatherers for bondholders who never pos-
seysed the money they lent. The money was
built up on the credit of the people for the
wre of the people. They will eontinue to he
robbed all the time untit they themsclves,
the people, revalt against it. We shall al-
ways have poverty and misery while this
system continmes. The P’remier knows {hat
the Govermnent is at its wits’ end. In order
to encourage the defeat of scientific applica-
tion, they will not use np-to-date applianees
becanse they are labour-saving deviees.
We are shunting backwards. Here is the
Federal Government spending hundreds of
thousands of pounds of the taxpayers
money every year on scientific research
work. KEvery time there resulty from that
research something we should profit by, the
Government says, “No; that is a labour-
saving deviee, and we do not want it Why
do not we go back to early Chinese ecivilisa-
tion and resort to a single-furrow plough?
What a ball of inconsisteney we are, to be
sure! We spend huge sums of money on re-
search nnd damn every possibility of hencfit
by refnsing to utilise the results. What is

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yon want the Pre-
mier. Never mind about me. The Premier
had better resign after this speech!

Mr. MARSHALT: There is no need for
the Premier to resign. He is in no worse
position than any other Premicr. Howerver,
T will support no further inerease in taxa-
lion. So far as T am conecerned, the maxi-
mum has been veached. I shall not ask
miners to die as young men, as my father
and my uncle died, in order to pay huge
taxation.

The Premier: Tell us what yon would do.

Mr. MARSHALL: I would not go eap in
hand to the Loan Council and say, “We
want as much money as we can gef, hecanse
we have many unemployed.”

The Premier: What would you do?

AMr. MARSHALIL: The Government is
crying heeause it cannot pet more loan
money to huild up the debt still higher, and
then perhaps———

The Premier: Tell us what vou wonld do.
You have made that speech four times this
session,
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lotte over the whole of the towns of Kal-
goorlie and Boulder. It is the same pipe as
wns put in originally, at the openming of the
scheme, about 35 years ago. The engineer
said the only definite selution of the dis-
colouration problem was to relay those pipes.
While it is stated that no money is available
for the porpose ol providing a elear ftuid for
the users of water in Kalgoorlic and Boul-
der, funds have been made available for the
relaying ol the main pipeline from the 1t
Charlotte reservoir to service the mines.
Mo=t of the water used on the mines is for
industrinl purposes and I sincerely hope that
money will he provided cach year on the
Loan Estimates for the purpose of rencwing
the reticulation pipes leading from the Mt.
Charlotte rezervoir.  Another matter to which
I desive to refer relates to the provision of
workers' homes on the goldfields. I listened
very attentively to the member for Canning
(Mr. Cross) this evening and I endorse prac-
tically everything he said, except that T sug-
gest that he has no housing prohlem in the
metropolitan area compared with that on the
goldfields, where deplorable overcrowding is
rife and rack renting is prevalent.

Mr, ITughes: Iid we not pass a Bill to
deal with that matter?

Me. STYAXNTS: We did, but while the
Bill was passed in this Chamber, it met with
its usual fate in another place. I desive to
impress upon the Treasurer the necessity for
providing further workers' homes on  the
zoldfields, Without any suggestion of aeri-
mony, 1 do not think the workers on the wold-
fields are getting a fair deal frow that =tand-
point. We know that goldfields rise and
fall and that their prosperity fluctnates. If
we take lhe opinion of those who should
know— refer to the engineers in chavege of
the mines—and take notice of the prospects
held out to investors in England by the Min-
ister for Mines when he went llome—T do
not doubt for one moment that the JMini:lev
was entirely sineere when he advocated the
investment of British capital in our gold
mines—we must appreciate the soundness
of the industry. The development of the
imnes and the known ore bodies are indien-
tions that the life of the goldfields will be
considerably more than 10 vears. 1 men-
tion that speeific period heeause in  the
special scheme that the workers of the gold-
fields are prepared to enter into with the
Workers' Homes Board, they offer to veyay
within 1( years all the prineipal, inlevesi
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and sinking fund charges iovolved in the
erevtion of additional homes. 1f the Treasurer
is desirous of embarking upon reproductive
work, I know of nothing better than the in-
vestment of some thousands of pounds in the
ereetion of workers' homes that ave so badly
nectled on the goldfields. The postinaster
at Kalgoorlie told me some time ago thal
the fetter-carrivrs informed him that in the
Kalgoorlie postal district alone, there were
over 200 houses in whieh more than one
family resided. Most members know the
type of building available for the workers
at Kalgoorlie. The homes are very small
and in most instances do not provide suffi-
ecent space for one family to live decently,
let alone two. Oan acecunt of the rack
renting that is so prevalent, the workers
find that one family cannot pay the rent
that is demanded and at the same time
meet their other financial obligations, and
gso two families doublebank in houses in
whieh the accommodation is barely ade-
nuate for one. Sometimes there arc three
or four childven who have to he accom-
modated, and the result of that system is
overerowding, lack of home life, and pater-
nal care, which lead to juvenile delin-
quency, In the absence of home comforts,
the ehildren resort to the streets and get
intn a eertnin amount of trouble. Abhout
two years ago the Workers’ Homes Board
bnilt 40 homes on the goldfields. Initial
difficulties were experienced on aceount of
the contractors’ bankruptev, but repay-
ments in respeet of those homes #re no
in caestion. The board, which is finaneed
hv the Government, is reeeiving annnally
a return in respect of those homes repre-
senting about £2,500. By the end of 10
vears the whole of the eapital, plus inter-
est, plus rates, will have heen returned to
the board. That is an entirelv different
proposition from the scheme in the metro-
politan and countrv areas where the cost
of workers' homes is repavable in 30 vears.
The xoldfields warkers rvealise that, in sneh
an extended period. mining will possihiv
experience another decline to that apnarent
from 1018 to 1978, Thev are thevelore pre-
nared to shoulder extra responsibilities and
to accept a more exactine =cheme of Te-
pavmenfs. Tn addition to the provision
of those homes, with the eonsenunent more
comfortable living conditions. if 40 nr 30
extra homes were available. it wonld have
an effect in reducing the extortionate rents
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that are chargeable now. Workers who have
not been fortunate enough te secure any of
those homes that were built by the board
have to pay considerably more than those
who sceured possession of them. The return
to the Workers’ Homes Board in respect of
a 4-roomed weatherboard house is about
2is. Gd. per week, whereas if a similar type
of house were rented from a private owner
the cost to the tenant wonld he not less
than €2 a week. The loeal governing bodies
have heen  particularly active regarding
this question and, in common with members
of Parlinment representing goldfields eon-
stituencies, have written to the Workers’
Homes Board with a view to ascertaining
the prospects of further houses being built.
The letter I shall quote, which is typical
of the replies veccived by both members of
Parliament and local governing bodies, was
sent by the Secretary of the Workers’
Homes Board to Mr, Tecles, the Town Clerk
of Kalgeorlie, who is also sceretary of the
loeal governing bodies’ association. The
letter was as follows:—

T have to acknowledge reeeipt of vour letter

of the 12th iunst., and in rveply desire to ad-
vise that when the recent building programme
of the hoard in Kalgoorlic and Boulder was
embarked upon it was recognised that mines
were expanding, and that the housing shortage
on the goldfields wns acute. Since that time
there has been muoch private building in
Kalgoorlic and Boenlder, in addition to the
40 erected by my beard. The shortage of
homes sheunld therefore have been redueed sub.
stantially.
If the Workers’ Homes Board has any
doubt ahout getting sufficient applieations
for houses that may be built on the gold-
fields, T am prepared to assure it of three
applicants for every house that is built.
The secretary of the Workers’ Homes Board
went on o say— )

Tt is mot possible, or indeed desirable, to
provide all the workers’ homes required. In
the metropelitan area at present there is an
inereasing demand for more homes which the
board eannot hape to meet, except to a small
extent. Tt will therefore be a matter of soma
vears before the hoard will he prepared to
consider the erection of more houses in Kal
goorlie and Boulder.

So the secretary says the hoard is not pre-
pared for a number of vears to proceed with
the bailding of any more homes in the Kal-
goorlie or Boulder distriets. When T found
it was not intended to go on with
a seheme of mass erection of workers' homes.
I wrote to ascertain whether the board would
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be prepared to allow workers on the gold-
fiekds to participate in the general scheme of
building workers’ homes, and whether they
could get their proportionate amount of the
workers’ homes being provided throughout
the State. But that also was rvefused by the
bhoard. New I noticg there is a special
amount provided on the Loan Estimates for
the purpose of providing a cheaper type of
home for the worker in receipt of the
basic wage or a small margin above the basie
wage. But that is not going to improve the
position. It enly aceentuafes the position of
the goldficlds worker. We realise that at the
present time we are paying possibly more
per head in taxation on the goldfields than
is being paid in any other portion of
the WState. We do not unduly boast
of what we are doing for the State,
becanse we realise that the industry
did go through a period of depres-
sion, and that during that time the other
parts of the State came to the rescue of the
goldfields, but we feel it is only fair tha: the
workers of the goldfields who can offer sub-
stantial security and are prepared to repay
the whole of their indehtedness within a
period of ten years should at least be given
consideration and have a eertain number of
homes built for them; because, if there is
one portion of the State where decent hous-
ing conditions are necessary, it is on the
goldfields, where it is bitterly eold in winter
and very hot in summer, I hope the gold-
fields people will he given the opportunity to
make sucecessful application for the building
of homes in that distriet.

Vole put and passed.

Votes—Ruailicays and Tramways, £385,500;
Farlours and Rivers, £1263500; Water
Supply and Sewerage, £726,000; Develop-
ment of Goldfields ond Mineral Resources,
£20,000 :—agreed to.

Tote—Development of
£169,100-

Hon. C. Gi. LATHAM: T am wondering
whether the Alinister could tell us whether
he proposes to take advantage of the offer by
the C.5.T.R., und whether it is proposed to
go on with that building,

Agriculture,

The Premier: The matter is being con-
sidered, The proposal was anly made a fow
days ago.

Hon. C. G. TATHAM: T wonld like the
Clovernment to give early consideration to
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!he matter. I do not want Parliament to go
nto recess without anything having been
done,

The Premier: A deeision will be arrived
at before the House rises.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Roads and bridges, public build-
ings, etc., £194,528; Sundries £317,144:—
agreed to,

Resolutions
adopted.

reported and the report

House adjourned at 10.57 p.m.

Begisiative Council,
Tuesday, 30th November, 1937,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—DAIRY HERDS
INSPECTION.

Abattoirs Slaughtering.

Hon, G. W, MILES (for Hon. J. J.
Holmes) asked the Chief Searetarv: 1, Ave
all bulls and milking cows in registered
dairies within and without the metropolitan
area regularly inspeoted and sobjected to
the tuberculin test? 2, Is the qualified staff
of the Government Veterinary Department
adequate to ensure the testing of stock in all
registered dairies? 3, What number of
cattle slanghtered at the metropelitan abat-
toirs was condemned for some form of tober-
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culosis during the period from October,
1936, to October, 19377 What assurance
has the public that farm-killed meai is
slanghtered and conveyed to market under
even fair hygienic eonditions? 5, Is the
Chief Inspector of Health satisfied that his
officers ean definitely detect a cortaminated
carcase {particularly a pig) by gland inspec-
lion only, and without viscera?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
All dairy eabtle within the metropolitan area
are regulawly inspected, but omly in sus-
picious cases is the tuberculin test applied.
2, No. 3, The period named in the question
is a broken period for statistiaal purposes.
The following are the fizures from the 1st
January, 1936, onwards:—1/1/36 to
31/12/36—Whole carcases 198, part carcases
307, organs 320; 1/1/37 to 31/10/37—
whole carcases 160, part carcases 205, organs
296. 4, It is obvicus that no, such assur-
ance can be given. Farmers who regularly
kill are expected to provide a small kdilling
outfit, of a reasonably hygienic nature. By-
laws specify oertain conditions which should
be eomplied with in regard to ‘transport, bal
dlose supervision cannot be maintained te¢
seg that these conditions are always met, B5,
The only thoroughly efficient inspection is
that carried out on the killing floor at the
time of slaughter, when the viscera is avail-
able. When inspecting a dressed carcase
{particnlarly a pig) at a place other than
the place of slanghter, and with no viscera
available, it cannot be definibely guaranteed
frec from tuberculosis, particularly if the
digease is in the incipient stage.

BILL-TIMBER INDUSTRY REGULA-
TION ACT AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon E
H. Gray—West) [4£37] in moving the
second reading said: The purpose of the
Rill is to ensure a greater measure of safety
for workers employed in small timber mills,
by providing that sawmills shall be regis-
tered under the provisions of the Timber
Industry Regulation Aet, 1926. At present,
the Forests Department imposes certain con-
ditions on mills operating under depart-
mental permit. Plans and specifieations
have to be submitted to the department and
registered prior to the erection of such saw-
mills, Until registration has been effected,
they are not permitted to opemte. TUnder



